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The Impact Plan 2023
The $500,000 Irene Walrod Curry Endowment Fund transitions to a designated
WRC Endowment Fund and begins awarding an annual grant.

WF donors will become WRC donors, and the WRC will be welcome to adopt
the Society fundraising model successfully developed by the WF.

The Power of the Philanthropic Purse (POPP) will become a fundraising event
of the WRC. 

2023-2025 WRC Board of Directors
• WRC to allot two board seats to current WF committee 
• WRC to commit to stabilized staffing model with succession planning
• WRC to commit to hosting POPP for 3 years
• WRC to create volunteer framework to accept and train volunteers to 
   support the WRC mission, which WF Committee members will support
• As with all nonprofits, HCCF to provide WRC endowment building tools

Pictured: Irene Curry

In 2012 the WF recognized Irene’s incredible dedication to the cause by renaming the Women’s Fund
Endowment in her name. Joined by her family at a special event, she was shocked and humbled when
awarded the honor.
“In my heart, the name of each donor and volunteer should be engraved on the award. Obviously,
there isn't room for all who have given or worked to achieve the success of the Women's Fund Giving
Circle. So, just let me say that I accept this with gratitude in the name of all of you (the HCCF staff,
donors, and volunteers) who have made many contributions of time and funds.”

Fifteen years ago, a group of philanthropic women gathered around the table in Irene Curry’s dining
room to learn more about the concept of a giving circle. “The idea of women giving together and
granting together made perfect sense to us,” shares Irene. The giving circle launched from that
conversation as the Women’s Fund of Hancock County.  

After five years of competitive grantmaking, the Women’s Fund (WF) decided to focus its efforts on the
well-being of women and their families in Hancock County to truly make an impact on the lives of
women and girls. A task force formed, fueled by the belief that when a woman is strong, so too is her
family, her neighborhood, and her entire community.

In 2013, the task force formalized an impactful vision and shared the concept on the Women’s Resource
Center (WRC) to WF donors:  A place where a navigator and mentor follows a woman throughout her
journey to self-sufficiency. Last fall, the WF committee marked its 15th anniversary by exploring how it
could make a lasting impact on helping women and families achieve self-sufficiency. After careful
deliberation, the WF Committee decided to prioritize long-term financial sustainability for the WRC.

This exciting commitment will come to fruition over a three-year transition period to ensure that the WRC
will be sustainable and successful. Estimates position the organization with enough financial support to
open office hours and hire full-time staff. Significant increases to the WRC’s income will be the result of
HCCF (the administrator of the WF) doing three things:

1) Transitioning the Irene Walrod Curry Endowment for the Women's’ Fund to a designated endowment 
    benefiting the WRC.
2) Shifting the Power of the Philanthropic Purse (POPP) fundraiser to the WRC, including an event 
    manual and volunteer support.
3) Providing the annual pay-out of the WRC’s  newly established operating endowment fund.

By 2024, gifts that previously came to HCCF in support of the WRC will be made directly to the WRC. 

Mary Gibble, HCCF President and CEO, has traveled the 15-year journey with Irene and those who have
followed in her footsteps. “The Women’s Resource Center’s story is the Women’s Fund story. The work
they do for “Jane” each and every day is exactly the approach needed to empower women to a
place of self-sufficiency.” Not only an HCCF staff member, but a long-time WF donor, Mary says, “The
WRC has made our impact dream a reality. Making this commitment to ensure the WRC’s success for
generations to come is the right thing to do!”



As the Women’s Resource Center (WRC) embarks on its 
eighth year of service, there is a significant amount of good 
work to celebrate. The organization has been a grantee of the Women’s 
Fund of Hancock County since its inception in 2014; in that time, the WRC 
has received nearly 300 referrals to assist women in need. The referrals 
continue to increase as the WRC has established itself as a trusted navigator 
and support provider.

Prior to 2018, the WRC did not have an effective way to record referrals and 
capture information about Janes; since then, recording as much service data 
as possible has been a top priority. Since October 2018, the WRC has 
directly assisted and navigated 138 Janes either through providing emergency 
financial assistance or connecting them to other nonprofits that could meet 
their needs. The WRC makes those initial contacts for the Janes to receive 
the assistance needed and walks with them on their journey to self-sufficiency. 

2021 was a milestone year for the WRC as they received a grant from the 
Women’s Fund of Hancock County for $28,087. Toward the end of year, the 
WRC prioritized organizational sustainability by establishing an operating 
endowment through the Hancock County Community Foundation. 
Sustainability is top of mind for the WRC to ensure the organization will have 
the resources and funds to assist Janes for years to come. This fund will eventually allow them to focus
primarily on stewardship and programming rather than fundraising for basic operating needs. 

Beth Ingle, WRC executive director states, “I’m not sure I can really put into words how much the donors
have truly impacted our lives and the lives of our Janes! What the Women’s Fund of Hancock County did
to create the Women’s Resource Center is more than monumental; it has been life changing for woman
and their families.”

317-477-1959 | director@hcwrc.org
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The WRC has started planning their Women’s Empowering
Events for 2022 and are looking to host their first one in early
spring. To volunteer or serve at this event, please contact
Beth Ingle at director@hcwrc.org. 

If the Women’s Resource Center was never
established, 138 ladies…

• may have lost their homes;
• may have lost custody of their children due to 
   not having a home;
• may have been without electricity in the 
   winter; and 
• may not have found the right job and 
   achieved a life of economic empowerment   
   and self-sufficiency. 

“Without the generosity of donors and their dedication
to support the work of WRC since 2014, we would not
have been this successful in serving. For that, the
board and I are eternally thankful!” Beth declares.

Pictured: the WRC Pantry

Pictured: Beth Ingle speaking with a Jane



2007 – The Women’s Fund Giving Circle was created to address economic empowerment 
            for women and girls in Hancock County. 

2008 – The Women’s Fund Giving Circle made its first grants.

2011 – The Women’s Fund hosted its first annual Power of the Purse and Girl Talk events. 

2012 – The Women’s Fund Giving Circle grant committee determined there was a 
           community need for a dedicated effort to address economic self-sufficiency for 
           women and girls. 

2012 – The Women’s Fund created the Young Women of WF group that allowed girls and       
           teens the chance to learn about philanthropy and grantmaking.
 
2013 – The Women’s Fund grant committee expanded into an advisory committee and 
            became a formal committee of HCCF’s board of directors. The committee researched 
            models and approved grant funds to launch the Women’s Resource Center in 2013.

Women’s Fund Founding 
Committee Members

 

Carole Bloodgood
Susan Cherry
Irene Curry

Emily Gibble
Marilyn Gossett

Stephanie White-Longworth
Gail Negilski

Glenna  Shelby
Karen Tarver

Mildred Tucker
Janet Waitt

Suzanne Walker
Jean Willis
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2014 – The Women’s Resource Center opened its doors.

2017 –  The Women’s Fund Giving Circle celebrated its 10th anniversary and introduced the 
            Diamond Society. The Diamond Society consists of donors who make a commitment of 
            $1,000 or more to the Women’s Fund. 

2019 –  The Women’s Fund Committee voted to commit 100% of Women's Fund grant dollars 
             over the next three years of to the Women’s Resource Center. 

2021 –  Two new giving levels were introduced to the Women’s Fund: Emerald and Ruby 
            societies. The Emerald Society consists of donors who make a commitment of $500 - 
            $999 to the Women’s Fund. The Ruby Society consists of donors who make a 
            commitment of $250 - $499 to the Women’s Fund. 

2022 – The Women’s Fund Giving Circle celebrates 15 years of impact on women and girls in 
            Hancock County. 

Women’s Fund Giving Circle Grantees
 

Alternatives Inc., of Madison County
Boys & Girls Club of Hancock County

Children’s Bureau, Inc. 
Edelweiss Equine Assisted Therapy Center, Inc.

FUSE
Greenfield-Central Community School Corp.

Hope Center Indy
Love INC

Mental Health Partners of Hancock County
Mt. Vernon Community School Corp.

Nameless Creek Camp
Purdue Extension Hancock County

Royal Family Kids Camp of Central Indiana
Safe Families for Children Central Indiana

Women’s Resource Center

Since inception in 2007, the Women’s
Fund Giving Circle has granted to 15
organizations totaling more than
$222,000 in grants.    
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Meet Metta

Volunteer. Advocate. Mentor. Philanthropist. All these labels 
describe Metta Sanders, Women’s Resource Center (WRC) 
board member.

Metta has been a dedicated donor to the Women’s Fund of 
Hancock County and the Women’s Resource Center since 2015. 
In 2019, Metta received information from the Women’s Fund 
about a new mentoring project that paired women mentors 
and girls in the community.

“They were seeking mentors to decide if there would be enough interest in the project. I let the executive
director of the WRC know that I was interested in being a mentor. In the end, the mentoring program did
not pan out; however, I had learned quite a bit about the awesome mission of the Women’s Fund and
WRC that I decided I had to be involved in some capacity. It just so happened that the WRC was looking
for a ’few good women’ to complete its board,” declares Metta. Metta felt the need to serve as a board
member because she had a lot of wonderful opportunities growing up.

“I was raised in South Florida as the oldest child in a very privileged and well-educated family. My
exposure to other socio-economic classes and the struggles that they 
face was very limited,” explains Metta. "As an adult woman, I make it
point to give back as my parents did. I am raising a daughter myself 
and am setting an example for her by generously giving my time, 
knowledge, and financial support to the Women’s Fund and WRC. I 
hope that she will do the same one day.”

For 15 years, the Women’s Fund of Hancock County has made grants 
to organizations that are serving women and girls on their journey to 
a life of economic empowerment and self-sufficiency.

“I am amazed by the work of the Women’s Fund and WRC,” shares 
Metta. “We are truly blessed in Hancock County to have these 
organizations whose focus is women and their ability to succeed on 
all levels – financially, emotionally, and mentally."

“Being a board member of the WRC allows me to take part in the 
life-changing work that happens daily. The fulfillment I get from my 
involvement makes me proud to live, work, and give back in Hancock 
County. It also keeps me mindful that immense progress can be made 
to improve the lives of women and families when we focus and 
nourish and work together toward a common cause.”

A Collaborative Network Changing Lives

WRC Board Member & Volunteer

Meet Jane
Jane moved to Hancock County from out of state in 2021 with her husband and four children. The move
required them to use all their savings. The Women’s Resource Center (WRC) was able to assist the family
with grocery gift cards to help with the transition. After developing a relationship with Jane, the WRC
learned that there had been history of domestic violence. When the family moved to Hancock County, the
domestic violence continued, and Jane had finally had enough. In February 2022, Jane took her children
and began living at a campground, filed for a protective order, and has filed for divorce. 

The WRC helped connect Jane with Misty from the Children’s Bureau, Stephanie with Interlocal Community
Action Plan (ICAP), and Jill with the Salvation Army to provide assistance to Jane. The WRC has paid for two
months of propane for the camper, replaced the headlights on Janes’ car as they had quit working, and
provided gas for her car. Jane shops in the personal care pantry at the WRC since her husband is not
providing monetary assistance for the children. Jane and her children are surviving on her paycheck alone.
                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Con't on next page
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“My parents and grandparents were
generous and very philanthropic,
setting an example for me and my
sister. We were encouraged to always
give back to our local community (with
time and money)."
-Metta Sanders

Pictured: Metta Sanders



Meet Walter
Walter Waitt worked as a Swine Nutritionist at Eli Lilly and Company for 35 years before he retired in 1992. He
married his first wife, Ann, in 1959, and they had four beautiful children together: Mindy, Tami, Salliann, and
John.  

Ann and Walter were highly involved with 4-H. Walter served as the Swine Superintendent, and Ann was
always dedicating her time and talents to further a variety of 4-H projects. Ann passed away suddenly after
she collapsed at the Hancock County Fair in 1980 while working in the lemonade shake-up stand.
  

Walter remarried Janet in 1989, and they lived a very happy life 
until she passed away in 2019. Janet was a member of the Order 
of Eastern Star, Greenfield Kiwanis, and New Palestine United 
Methodist Church. She was a board member for Meals on Wheels 
and a Women’s Fund donor.  

Walter has continued giving to the Women’s 
Fund of Hancock County to honor both his 
late wives and other important women in his 
life. Last year, Walter became a Ruby Society 
Donor and said he gives to the Women’s Fund 
because its grants support programs that help
women in Hancock County achieve self-
sufficiency.

Meet Jane, con't.

Honoring the Women in His Life 

The WRC has supported Jane by providing her information on legal aid, and Jane has an attorney that has
secured a court hearing for the protective order and divorce. Jane is hopeful that child support will be
addressed soon. 

Stephanie worked tirelessly to help find Jane a new home for her family. She has a safe place to live with a
lot of room for her and her five children. Misty with Children’s Bureau and Angie with Hope House have
been facilitating donations for Jane and her family such as furniture, kitchen items, bath items, and more.
“I will never be able to repay any of you for your kindness and help. I don’t know what I did to deserve this
kindness. I promise, one day when I’m finally on top, I will pay it forward to another single mom!” states
Jane.

                                       “The WRC is a navigator, a voice, and an advocate for women like Jane,” asserts 
                                        Hancock County Community Foundation President/CEO Mary Gibble. “Hancock            
                                        County is so fortunate to have a collaborative network of nonprofit organizations           
                                        that work together for the greater good of their clients.”

                                       The WRC is working with Jane on budgeting while the Children’s Bureau is assisting 
                                       with her children.

                                       “We (Misty, Stephanie, Jill, and Angie) are a tribe of committed women who want to 
                                        uplift and support any woman and family in need. We work hard together to make 
                                        it happen,” states Beth Ingle, WRC executive director. 

                                        Jane is taking all the steps and guidance from the WRC. She is a survivor and has 
                                        stated how grateful she is for the WRC and other organizations that have partnered 
                                        with the WRC to help her.

                                       “You all have been absolutely wonderful!” exclaims Jane. “I’ve been very fortunate 
                                        to have found such a wonderful group of ladies that truly make me feel like I have 
                                        people in my corner. I have never experienced this kind of support before and 
                                        have been so alone until now.”
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“I figured it was the least I could do
for the wonderful women I have
known in my lifetime,” states Walter. 

Pictured: L-R, Ann Waitt, Walter & Janet
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Hancock County Community Foundation
312 E. Main Street
Greenfield, IN 46140

2022 Women's Fund Committee Members
Keely Butrum 
Laura Haeberle, Committee Chair
Kathy Jones
Jessica Lacy
Sandy Miller
Stacy Nielsen
Amy Osborne
Kim Wallace
Sarah Wolf

Passing the Torch

Pictured: L-R, Sandy Miller & Laura Haeberle

“Sandy Miller and the Women’s Fund Committee have done incredible work over the past 15 years to help
women in Hancock County build a life of self-sufficiency and economic empowerment,” Laura shares. “I
am honored, along with the Women’s Fund Committee, to continue this important work in our community. 
I am excited about what the future holds for both the Women’s Fund and the Women’s Resource Center.”  

Women’s Fund Giving Circle long-time leader Sandy Miller has passed the torch as the Women’s Fund
Committee Chair to Laura Haeberle. Sandy served on the Women’s Fund Committee and Women’s Fund
Task Force responsible for the establishment of the Women’s Resource Center.

“What an honor I’ve had serving first as a member of the Women’s Fund Advisory Committee and then as
its chair for several years,” Sandy remarks. “Like a proud parent, I am thrilled to have helped create and
nurture the Women’s Fund and the Women’s Resource Center. I am confident that Laura will guide the
Women’s Fund through its next stages.” 

                                                                       The Women’s Fund thanks you, Sandy, for all of your hard work 
                                                                      and dedication over the past 15 years! 

Laura steps in as the Women’s Fund Committee Chair this year.
She grew up in Columbus, Ind., and graduated from Purdue
University with a bachelor’s degree in English. Laura and her
husband, Ben, moved to New Palestine in 2003. Their children,
Ethan and Lily, have attended Southern Hancock schools, and
Laura has served as a school volunteer in various capacities,
most recently as a HOSTS (Helping One Student to Succeed)
Reading Program Volunteer at both New Palestine Elementary
and Sugar Creek Elementary. Laura has been a leader for
Sugar Creek 4-H for the past seven years and was most
recently appointed to the Community School Corporation of
Southern Hancock School Board of Trustees in January 2020.
Laura joined the Women’s Fund Committee in January 2021.


