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Hancock County Community Foundation Introduces 2022 Lilly Endowment 
Community Scholarship Finalists 

 
GREENFIELD, Ind. (November 16, 2021) – The primary purposes of the Lilly Endowment 
Community Scholarship Program are 1) to help raise the level of educational attainment in 
Indiana; 2) to increase awareness of the roles  foundations can play in their communities; and 3) 
to encourage and support the efforts of current and past Lilly Endowment Community Scholars 
to engage with each other as educational, nonprofit and civic leaders to improve the quality of life 
in Indiana generally and in local communities throughout the state. 

HCCF has the privilege of administering the Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship (LECSP) 
in Hancock County. Each year, HCCF applies for the opportunity to recommend two graduating 
students to Lilly Endowment for the full four-year tuition scholarship award. Should they accept 
the application, HCCF implements and supervises the process for selection. 

To be eligible to apply for the LECSP in Hancock County, students must be Hancock County 
residents, attend one of the four Hancock County public high schools, be ranked in the academic 
top 15% of their graduating class, and plan to pursue a baccalaureate course of study, to be 
completed in four years, at any accredited Indiana public or private college or university. 
 
Student applications are submitted online and reviewed blindly (without name or contact 
information) by third-party professional readers represented by experienced out-of-county, 
evaluators. The third-party evaluators select eight finalists, two students from each Hancock 
County public high school, who best meet the scholarship criteria. Community service is the 
primary criterion for qualification. Financial need is not a consideration for the LECSP. 
The eight finalists are interviewed in early November by a volunteer committee identified by 
HCCF, all of whom adhere to a strict conflict of interest policy. This committee has the difficult 
task of selecting two students from the talented pool of eight finalists and submitting their 
recommendation to Lilly Endowment for approval. Pending approval, the awards will be 
announced in December. The eight finalists will be honored at their respective school 
corporation’s board meetings in November. 
 
 
 
Below are the stories of the eight finalists:   



Garrett Adams 
Eastern Hancock High School 
 
Garrett is the son of Mike and Esteina Adams of Greenfield. He intends to major in Computer 
Science and Mechanical Engineering to be better equipped to contribute to his family business, 
Comet Kart Sales in Greenfield, where he has worked the past two years.  
 
Garrett created a nonprofit charity called Garrett’s Giving Back benefitting the Gastroenterology 
unit at Riley Children’s Hospital. Having been diagnosed with Crohn’s Disease and Rheumatoid 
Arthritis, he has spent a lot of time there and is very thankful to Riley for all they have done for 
him. Garrett’s Giving Back was his way to give back to the place that has been so instrumental in 
his life. Throughout the past 6 years, he has made pens with his father to sell, collected 
donations, and organized fundraisers. His organization has used some of the money to purchase 
movies, Xboxes, and games for six infusion rooms. They have also been able to hire a Child Life 
Specialist for the GI Unit at Riley Children’s Hospital. Through all these efforts, his organization 
has been able to raise more than $50,000 for the unit.  
 
Riley Children’s Hospital being close to his heart, Garrett has also been involved in the Race for 
Riley for the past 10 years. The race is a fundraiser founded by John Andretti and Dave “The 
King” Wilson to help raise money for Riley Children’s Hospital. This race is held at New Castle 
Motorsports Park and pits race enthusiasts, reporters, and professional drivers against each 
other in direct competition. This event has raised more than $5 million for the hospital over the 
years.  
 
Garrett has also participated in the DARE drug awareness program at his school. For the past 
three years, he has joined a group of his peers to talk to middle school students about avoiding 
drugs.  
 
Elizabeth Coleman 
Greenfield-Central High School 
 
Elizabeth is the daughter of Tracy Coleman and Susanna Coleman, both of Greenfield. She plans 
to major in Math and Engineering Education to pursue a career in teaching high school math 
and engineering. Becoming a teacher is a life-long plan that was solidified by the Education 
Professions and Cadet Teaching at Greenfield Intermediate School for two years.  
 
Elizabeth has been very involved at her church, Mt. Comfort United Methodist Church, with 
childcare, helping teach preschool Sunday School and helping to organize seasonal events. She 
has been helping every Sunday and on holidays for the past five years.  
 
Following her passion for teaching, Elizabeth has participated in Arrow, a program at her high 
school that works to reduce risk factors for junior high students, for all her high school career. 
This past summer, she received a grant from the Greenfield Central School Foundation to start 
and lead the Jump Start Program. This program worked with freshmen and sophomore students 
to help them get involved in school activities.  
 
Before the COVID restrictions, Elizabeth also volunteered at the Kenneth Butler Memorial Soup 
Kitchen, preparing and serving meals during her breaks from school. She was also part of a Girl 
Scout Troop that created a kids play area in the dining room in 2017.  
 



Elizabeth has also been involved in several other activities and organizations during her high 
school career. She has participated in the swimming and diving team, student council, National 
Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society, SLA, GCAT, Senior Class Council and 4-H.  
 
Olivia Eastes 
New Palestine High School 
 
Olivia is the daughter of David and Katy Eastes of New Palestine. She intends to major in pre-
med with the goal of becoming an obstetrician-gynecologist (OB-GYN). She aspires to create a 
safe, private and peaceful experience for women as they give birth. 
 
As a part of her service-learning class, she has partnered with another student to create a 
program that connects elementary students with local nursing home residents. They planned the 
program, presented it to the school district administration and gained their approval to proceed. 
They then implemented the program with Mrs. Rodebeck’s fourth grade class at New Palestine 
Elementary. The fourth graders wrote letters to the nursing home residents, and Olivia and her 
partner transported them to the nursing home. The next week they picked up the replies from 
the residents and helped the students read them. Another district elementary has already 
contacted them and asked that they expand their program to include their school. 
 
Other activities that Olivia has been a part of also center on creating community within her 
school and town. One of these is her role as a student section leader. She uses social media to 
promote different activities and sporting events and encouraging attendance through theme 
days and drawing attention to school events. She has also been active in National Honor Society 
and Science National Honor Society.  
 
Abigail Ebbert 
Eastern Hancock High School 
 
Abigail is the daughter of Andrew and Shantelle Ebbert of Shirley. She intends to major in either 
Occupational Therapy or Elementary Education. She is very interested in serving her 
community and helping people and feels either would be a good fit. She is researching which 
path would be the better one for her.  
 
Abigail has been serving in her community for as long as she can remember. Being a volunteer 
with the Shirley Volunteer Fire Department in some role has also been a part of her life. This 
service has included a range of jobs ranging from serving food at hog roasts to washing fire 
trucks to handing out food and water at fire scenes. She has also volunteered with Greenfield 
Church of Christ—Home Church for her entire life. The activities there include mission trips and 
cleaning and maintenance of the church building and individual homes. 
 
Her work with Shirley Visionaries continues her service-to-her-community theme. Through this 
community outreach program, she has helped with town events such as a Fourth of July 
celebration, Strawberry Festival, Founders Day and the Christmas Walk. She has also done work 
to beautify the town including painting buildings, planting flowers, and working on the 
historical caboose as a part of the heritage of the town.  
 
Her service work at school includes the Eastern Hancock Peer Pals Program that provides social 
interaction and academic assistance for students with special needs. She has helped to run this 
program for three years. For all her high school career, Abigail has also peer tutored in the 
Essential Skills classroom, creating bonds with several students. She assists with schoolwork 



and has created and implemented fun learning activities with an afterschool program. Abigail 
has also been involved in other school activities such as tennis and National Honor Society.  
 
Rachael Gilkison 
Greenfield-Central High School 
 
Rachael is the daughter of Scott and Nadine Gilkison of Greenfield. She intends to major in 
Health Sciences with a goal of becoming a physician. Her family’s extensive experience with 
cancer has created the desire in her to be a kind and caring doctor. 
 
Much of Rachael’s service work has centered on her church. She has been a regular volunteer in 
the childcare center for six years. She has also served at the church middle school youth group 
and has been on three missions trips since the beginning of her high school career. 
 
Rachael has also given her time to tutoring younger students in several different ways. During 
her junior year, she participated in a tutoring fellowship program that focused on students at 
Greenfield-Central Junior High School who have struggled with the standardized test, ILEARN. 
She met with students weekly after school to tutor them in math. Also during her junior year, 
she heard that some elementary schools were in need of high school tutors and, after 
volunteering, was matched with a fourth grade student. This student was attending school 
virtually and was struggling to learn math skills in that format. Rachael contacted the family and 
ended up working with the student on a weekly basis for the remainder of the school year. Prior 
to the pandemic, she also volunteered through Project Arrow, a program at her high school that 
works to reduce risk factors for junior high students. 
 
This school year, Rachael has begun volunteering at Hancock Regional Hospital. Her work there 
includes moving patients, working in the gift shop, changing beds and stocking rooms. She is 
also involved in Student Council, Interact Club, National Honor Society, Spanish Honors 
Society, Bring Change to Mind Club, Student Leadership Academy and Key Club. 
 
Maitlyn Griner 
Mt. Vernon High School 
 
Maitlyn is the daughter of Matthew and Stacy Griner of Greenfield. Her service work with 
D.A.R.E. has influenced her desire to choose a career that would allow her to work with law 
enforcement.  
 
D.A.R.E. is a police officer-led substance abuse prevention education program for students. For 
the past four years, Maitlyn has served as the only Youth Advocacy Board (YAB) member from 
Indiana. The primary purpose of YAB members is to be an advocate and ambassador for 
D.A.R.E. education programs. She has volunteered at a variety of events and spoken at fifth 
grade D.A.R.E. graduations and officer training conferences. She has made several public service 
announcements for media outlets. She also implemented the D.A.R.E. curriculum at Mt. Vernon 
Middle School. Being a YAB member has allowed her to travel to conferences and workshops 
across the country and around the world and learn about the various struggles with substance 
abuse that plagues each area. 
 
As a part of being active in Student Government for four years, she has volunteered at a large 
variety of events for nonprofit organizations and her school. She is also the chairman of the 
Choose Kind and Mental Health Week committees. She has also been involved in Marauder 
Mentors, Marauder Mob, and Varsity Softball 



 
Hayden Kovell 
Mt. Vernon High School 
 
Hayden is the daughter of Doug and Sarah Kovell of McCordsville. She plans to become a 
pediatric nurse at a children’s hospital. Through her service work in school, church, and other 
places, she has developed an interest in working with children and helping those in need. 
Ultimately, she wants to make a difference in the lives of children and their families.  
 
The community service work that Hayden is most involved in is Fortville Area Resource Mission 
(FARM) that operates out of the Fortville Christian Church. This organization is a partnership of 
several area churches. At the start of the pandemic, the number of people in need started to rise 
and most of the volunteers at the food pantry were those at high risk from the virus. As the high 
school had gone to totally virtual at that time, she was challenged to step up and fill the gap. She 
ended up serving weekly during the drive-through distributions and fell in love with the work. 
Along with loading vehicles, she also helped with sorting and organizing food along with set-up 
and clean-up from the events. The strong connections she has made with the people she serves 
has kept her volunteering every week ever since.  
 
Much of her other service work includes different avenues of sharing her faith. Before the 
pandemic, she was able to mentor middle school students through Campus Life. She is very 
active in her church’s children’s ministry as well including leading a 5th/6th grade class, 
participating in Trunk-or-Treat and The Christmas Shop outreach event. Along with her family, 
for the past five years she has worked with Shepherd Community Center to choose and wrap 
children’s Christmas gifts. Hayden has volunteered with other events including the Kyle Guy 
Foundation’s golf outing, a formal dinner and dance at an elderly-care facility, and Kenneth 
Butler Memorial Soup Kitchen fundraisers.  
 
Her school participation includes National Honor Society, Marauder Mentors, basketball, 
Campus Life, tennis, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, AfriCAN, and Marauder Mob.  
 
Emma Mann 
New Palestine High School 
 
Emma is the daughter of Jeff and Janet Mann of New Palestine. She intends to major in Special 
Education to pursue a career in special education and make a difference in the lives of those 
individuals. Helping in the high school essential skills classroom for several years has fueled her 
passion for working with these individuals to increase their opportunities through education.  
 
When Emma was nine years old, she formed an organization called Emma’s Peace Bears in 
honor of her aunt who passed away from colon cancer. The purpose of this organization is to 
donate a new teddy bear to anyone of any age facing cancer and going through chemotherapy. 
Each bear comes with a handwritten note with words of encouragement. With the help of the 
community, she has raised $10,000 to purchase the bears and has donated more than 500 of 
them to different states and countries. Emma does all the fundraising and organizational work 
and then works with Build-A-Bear, who allows a group of volunteers to come in after their 
normal hours and assemble the bears. She is in the process of turning this effort into a nonprofit 
organization and hopes to continue it for many years. She has been awarded an Indiana 
Hometown Hero by the Indiana Pacers and the project has been recognized by Build-A-Bear, 
Hancock Regional Hospital, the Greenfield Daily Reporter, Fox59 and WTHR television. As a 
part of the mission, Emma has donated more than 300 teddy bears to Camp Little Red Door, a 



summer camp for children with cancer. To ease any homesickness, each child is given a 
backpack containing a peace bear. Each year she creates the “party” for the bear assembly, raises 
the funds and support, plans the event, and delivers 100 bears to Little Red Door Cancer Agency 
to be included in the backpacks. She also volunteers as a fundraiser for this agency every year.  
   
Emma has participated in several different community service projects that will help her 
prepare for her future career. She has worked as a peer-helper in the essential skills classroom 
for three years, becoming friends with the students in the class. The essential skills teacher has 
helped to create a special position for her to come in two periods each day. Part of her goal is to 
help integrate these students into the high school experience by inviting them to parties and 
taking some of them to Friday night football. She has also volunteered weekly for the past 4 
years with the Indianapolis Children’s Choir Jubilate Choir. This is a choir that gives disabled 
children the opportunity to express themselves musically. She is also involved in student 
leadership with the Children’s Choir. Another service project that involves children is the time 
she has spent at the Indianapolis Zoo through the Zoo Teen Program. After being trained by the 
zoo experts, she educates children and adults about zoo animals and conservation. Other ways 
she has served younger students includes coaching and helping with the Dragon Flyers running 
program and helping with Fresh-start Freshman Orientation.  
 
Other school activities for Emma include Student Council, National Honor Society, Cross 
Country, French National Honor Society, Track and Field, Science Honor Society and Unified 
Track.  
 
HCCF provides philanthropic leadership by encouraging giving, learning, community pride 

and civic engagement. Working with caring individuals, families, and organizations to create 

or grow existing permanent endowment funds is critical to the organization’s mission. These 

funds generate income that is distributed in the form of grants and scholarships to enrich and 

enhance life in Hancock County, as well as support the donor’s favorite charitable causes, both 

at home and afar forever. HCCF has granted millions of dollars since their inception in 1992. 
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