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It’s the most wonderful time of the year for many; but it can also be a time when we feel
a deepened sense of loss. This will be my first Christmas without my mother. Donna
Scott was such an example to me. Her example, and of course that of my father, John,
very much instilled a sense of duty to give back with time, talent, and treasure.

By year-end, the Hancock County Community Foundation will grant more then $2 million
to charitable organizations delivering vital services to individuals and families. It is an
honor to act as a vehicle for those who join me in feeling a sense of duty to give back.
Gifts made to an endowment at HCCF provide perpetual income for many local nonprofit
organizations. The assurance of an annual grant can make the difference between
whether a nonprofit opens their doors one day or whether they cannot. The closing of a
service provider’s door can be the event that creates the void that leads to increased
community need.

2

GIVE Where You Live, GROW Where You Live

A Heartfelt Message

HCCF's Vision for the Future

Mary Gibble, President /CEO

Our strategic plan focuses on the following initiatives:

A. Thrive Hancock County
• Embrace Our Place: 
Engage officials and the general public in planning and design to
raise the quality of life across Hancock County
• Celebrating Communities: 
Build community pride across Hancock County

B. Education Across Ages
• Cradle To College: 
Enable children and youth to have a solid educational foundation
• Discover Forever: 
Enable adults to develop their minds and raise their career
prospects

C. Partners in Excellence: 
• Nonprofit Capacity Building: 
Equip nonprofit entities to pursue their missions efficiently and
effectively
• Nonprofit Talent Pathway: 
Develop the volunteer talent pipeline for nonprofits
• Recovery and Resilience: 
Always be prepared

D. Engagement and Giving
• Delight Donors and Grantees: 
Be a trusted and encouraging partner who helps donors and
grantees achieve their dreams
• Fund the Future: 
Enjoy financial flexibility, long-term support and impact, and
leverage
• Measure and Map What Matters: 
Be alert, intentional, thoughtful, and reflective in the ways we
address community issues and opportunities
• Spread the Spirit: 
Give residents of all ages an appreciation for the value of
philanthropy

E. Strength to Serve
• Flourishing Finances and Robust Operations: 
Position HCCF to preserve, build, and optimize the
organizational capacity to support its mission, vision, and
values
• Welcoming Culture, Honored Values: 
Be an “Employer of Choice” with the ability to attract and
retain the best employees

This holiday season, whether it brings you joy or makes you a little sad, I hope you will consider echoing the
example set by those in your life who’ve created a sense of giving back. Please consider supporting your favorite
charitable cause through an endowed gift at HCCF. It will be a gift that keeps on giving!

May you and yours have a very blessed holiday,



If you are like most individuals, the value of your stock and other investments has
grown over the years. You may be concerned about the mounting capital gains
taxes due. If you sell your stock in today’s market, you will forfeit a portion of the
proceeds to taxes and that means less cash for you. In short, you need a way to
sell your stock and avoid capital gains. If you identify with this situation, the
solution is a charitable stock plan. A charitable stock plan can help achieve your
goals for tax savings.

Outright Gifts of Stock 
A charitable stock plan may help achieve your goals if you are looking for ways to
avoid income or estate tax. 
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A Sweet, Fighting Spirit
They were in their happy place.  Michael Haines and his brother Scott loved their 
Michigan visits to the home of their grandparents. Never did they dream that one of 
these joyous trips would take a frightening turn. It was there that blood was discovered 
in Michael’s stool. Shortly after, he had a coloscopy and the middle-class family from 
Fountaintown received the devastating news that ten-year-old Michael had colon cancer.  
Michael was one of the youngest children ever diagnosed, but he faced it bravely, “You 
don't decide when I die, that is between me and God," he boldly told his doctor.

Michael’s cancer went into remission several times allowing him to live an active life.  
He became a scout, community volunteer, and was an avid church goer. He graduated 
from New Palestine High School and studied in the technology field, gaining his 
certification at ITT Technical Institute. 
 

Sadly, Michael’s fight became much harder in his last year of life. The cancer wrapped around his spine and caused
him great pain. Even though he was given only three months to live, he was determined not to die before his brother
Scott's birthday in the summer of 2002. Thoughtful of his family, he promised them he would not pass on a holiday.
His determination even allowed him to be with his mother on her birthday in early 2003. "Mike was a true fighter with
a sweet innocence.” shares Scott.  

Michael’s journey came to a close on March 6, 2003, at the age of 25, just two months shy of his 26th birthday. His
life-long friends, Tim and Vince, now honor him with the establishment of a scholarship endowment. Tim and
Vincent were life-long friends of Michael's. “When he was diagnosed in the fourth grade, other kids were scared
they could catch cancer from him, but not Tim and Vince,” said Scott. “They stood by his side his entire life.”

Copyright ©  Crescendo Interactive, Inc. Used by permission.

Current Stock Gift 
By transferring stock to a fund at the Hancock County Community Foundation
(HCCF) today, you can enjoy the benefits of tax savings on this year’s return. In
addition to your charitable deduction, you will avoid paying capital gains tax that
would otherwise be due on the sale of your appreciated investment. 

Stock Bequest 
If you are still enjoying the benefits of holding appreciated stock but looking for a way to avoid estate tax in the
future, a stock bequest is a good choice. In your will or trust you may wish to include instructions for transferring
stock to a fund at HCCF. Your estate will benefit from a charitable deduction that will lessen the impact of taxes on
your estate and heirs.

The Benefits of Giving with Charitable Stock
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Congratulations to the 2022 
Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship Finalists
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Garret Adams
Eastern Hancock High School

 

Elizabeth Coleman
Greenfield-Central High School

 

Abigail Ebbert
Eastern Hancock High School

 

Olivia Estes
New Palestine High School

Rachael  Gilkinson
Greenfield-Central High School

 

Maitlyn Griner
Mt. Vernon High School

 

Hayden Kovell
Mt. Vernon High School

 

Emma Mann
New Palestine High School

More than

 

 

 have received a 

total of approximately 

 

 

  in finalist scholarships.

100
Lilly finalists

$100,000 

We have had 

 

 

since 1998 
receiving just over 

51Lilly Scholars 

$3.5 M. 

The Hancock County Community Foundation (HCCF) has had the privilege of
administering the Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship Program (LECSP)
in Hancock County since 1998. Since then, 51 students and their families have
joined the prestigious ranks of the Lilly Scholar community.

Unfortunately, six times that number have learned the disappointing news 
that they are a Lilly Finalist, rather than a recipient. In 1998, a wonderful 
donor established the Hancock County Community Foundation Scholarship
Endowment Fund.  This fund was established by a generous couple to provide
educational support to Lilly Community Scholarship finalists who demonstrate
both excellent academic achievement and a heart for community service.

This year, HCCF made it a priority to grow the fund to enable us to award
$2,000 to each of the six deserving Lilly Scholarship Finalists. The Lilly
Endowment Community Scholarship has changed the lives of recipients and
their families, and we ask you to consider changing the lives of the well
deserving six finalists. Please consider to Pay It Forward with a gift to the
scholarship fund. To make a gift, visit: giveHCgrowHC.org

Pay it forward...

The HCCF Scholarship Endowment Fund



The LevelUp Grant Program’s goal is to support leaders so they can more 
effectively advance the mission and vision of their nonprofit organizations.

“It’s all about going from ‘good’ to ‘great,’” says Katie Ottinger, Community 
Investment and Grants Officer at HCCF. “HCCF benefited from a dedicated 
focus on capacity building in our own organization that has allowed us to 
grow and mature effectively. We want to offer the same opportunity to our 
hardworking nonprofits and walk alongside them on this journey.”

In 2020, HCCF made $10,000 LevelUp grants to the Kenneth Butler Memorial 
Soup Kitchen (KBMSK) and The Landing. The process starts with a capacity 
assessment and identification of an internal area of focus. With the grant, the 
nonprofit hires a professional consultant to help them grow in their area of focus. This could range from board
development, fundraising and donor relations, financial management, strategic planning, communications and
marketing, human resources management, or succession planning.

KBMSK hired Ann Hudson from Good Seeds Consulting to work on board development and governance structure.
Jill Ebbert, KBMSK executive director, notes that basic board function improved, bylaws were thoroughly analyzed
and revised, committee structures were formed, and new board members were recruited.

“This grant provided us with the knowledge of specific policies and procedures to implement as our mission moves
into the future,” said Ebbert. “Having everything we learned in place should build the capacity of involvement for
our current board and provide a strong guideline for new board members.”

The Landing hired Bryan Richards from Aspen Impact to craft a strategic plan to guide an expansion of services in
the future.

“This grant will benefit The Landing in the long term as we continue to grow into a recovery center for our
community for both youth and adults,” says Linda Ostewig, executive director. “It will build capacity with the new
strategic plan in place for us to reach the community and those who are in need of all we offer.”

Through the strategic planning process, The Landing’s 
board and staff also fine-tuned the organization’s 
vision and mission statements and put into place a 
succession plan for when the time comes to navigate 
a leadership transition.

The first LevelUp cohort was Nameless Creek Camp 
and the Hope House in 2019. The program was paused 
in 2021 due to the extra demands on nonprofits 
resulting from COVID-19. In 2022, HCCF will work with 
Greenfield Main Street and the Fortville Area Resource 
Mission (FARM).

“The program brought to the forefront 
strengths and weaknesses, 
and this insight is an 
invaluable learning tool for 
moving forward,” said Ebbert.

GIVE Where You Live, GROW Where You Live

Reaching the next level
HCCF works with nonprofits to build capacity
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"I think the LevelUp grant
program is a game 
changer for non-profit
organizations."

-Jill Ebbert

Pictured: Linda Ostewig, 
Katie Ottinger, and Jill Ebbert



Imagination Library Enrollment Update
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Meet Annie Claus

Total graduates – 609

children enrolled in Imagination

Library of Hancock County

2594 

Carthage - 6

Charlottesville – 21

Fortville – 272

Fountaintown - 21

Greenfield - 1375

Indianapolis/Cumberland – 25

Markleville – 2

Maxwell - 6

McCordsville – 402

Morristown - 4

New Palestine – 382

Pendleton - 3

Shirley - 18

Wilkinson – 54

Willow Branch – 3

The Hancock County Community Foundation (HCCF) celebrates five years of a
successful Imagination Library program. This incredible program provides FREE 
age-appropriate books to children from birth to five who are residents of
Hancock County. Books are delivered monthly to the home and in the name of
the enrolled child, building their own personal library. 

The Imagination Library of Hancock County gained a new face to the program
this year. Annie Claus was born on January 1, 2021, and is enrolled. When
Annie’s mother, Stacie Claus, was asked what she is looking forward to the
most about the program, she responded, “Our family loves that the books are
age appropriate and that kids her age will receive the same books and have the
same opportunity to learn. Annie loves to be read to and grab the pages, so we
enjoy that the books are board books that won’t get destroyed.”

Stacie liked to read as a child and she shared that it is fun to see some of the
books she read as a child get delivered to their home, while learning about
other books that she has never heard of before. Growing up, Stacie’s family
would read a book or bible story before bedtime. She wants to instill that same
love of story time and reading with Annie. Annie is now 11 months old and is
well on her way of having her own personal library. 

*Information accurate as of 11.4.21
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Some of the best features of our community are the things that bring us together. In the midst of COVID-19, we
discovered how much we took in-person activities and fellowship for granted. Through a new grants program, HCCF is
investing in projects that foster connection and quality of life.

The Ignite grants program engages Hancock County’s municipalities and civic organizations in a placemaking grant
process. Grants support community-driven projects and quick-win transformations that foster connection to place,
enhance community vibrancy, advance physical and social outcomes, and promote a creative identity.

In 2020, HCCF made a $5,000 grant to the Town of Cumberland to help them add amenities to the Pennsy trailhead at
600 W, including benches shaded by a large awning.

“The Cumberland Parks five-year master plan calls for enhancement of trailheads to include more amenities,” says
Christine Owens, assistant town manager. “This shaded seating area can be expanded over time to create a gathering
place for users as well as enhance the identity. We are trying to replicate the feel of seating outside an old train
station.”

This summer, HCCF made a $15,000 grant to Fortville Action, Inc. (FAI) to help them update the Mill St. alley. This
enhancement project will focus on the 135’ alley running from Main St. to the town’s main public parking lot. The goal
is to make this area conducive to community gathering.

The work will include resurfacing the existing
road, installing free-standing posts with hanging
lights, and adding bistro-style tables and benches,
as well as potted plants and greenery. The project
is estimated to be completed in late 2021 or early
2022.

“Ideas for future uses of the space include outdoor
exhibits showcasing local artists, a meeting area
for Girls Night Out, photography opportunities
during Winterfest, and other small events like a
movie night,” predicts Ronnie Brawner, FAI board
member. “The tables and benches will also
provide additional seating for our restaurants.”

Please consider a donation to the Ignite
Endowment Fund to help continue enhancing our
community’s vibrancy and quality of life. Your gift
can be mailed to 312 E Main St, Greenfield, IN
46140, or you can make a gift online at
giveHCgrowHC.org.

Igniting Community Vibrancy
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Traditional 

Scholarships Open
Nov. 1, 2021 - Feb. 4, 2022

 
Non-Traditional

Scholarships Open
Dec. 1, 2021

 
Lilly Endowment 

Community Scholarship
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Dec. 6, 2021 
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giveHCgrowHC.org

Mary Gibble 
President/CEO

Marie Felver, CPA 
Vice President of
Finance & Operations

Emily Wilson
Advancement Officer

Katie Ottinger 
Community Investment 
& Grants Officer

Janet White
Education Officer

Laura Parker
Communications 
Manager

Carol Reynolds
Administrative Associate
for Finance & Programs

Shelley Haney
Executive Administrative
Associate 

giveHCgrowHC.org

HANCOCK COUNTY 

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

May your days be

from the

8

Newsletter sponsored by:


