
5

Young Philanthropist, Heart for Literacy
When Nolan Hemminger-Jones 
started his senior year at Greenfield-
Central High School, he never 
imagined finishing it at home on his 
iPad. The year 2020 was difficult for 
everyone, but that didn’t stop Nolan 
from doing something positive in 
his community.

Most graduating seniors receive 
gifts, money, and well wishes to 

celebrate graduation before they head to college, but 
Nolan’s vision for a graduation party looked different 
than the traditional open house. Nolan’s family, friends, 
teachers, and peers were invited to make a gift to the 
Imagination Library of Hancock County program in 
his honor. Imagination Library is one of 300 unique 
funds at the Hancock County Community Foundation 
and provides free, age appropriate books to children 
enrolled each month from birth to five years old. 

“Reading helped me to diversify my mind, to prevent 
me from being a narrow-minded citizen,” states Nolan. 
“I remember as a young reader encountering a quote 
by Thomas Jefferson that states, ‘Educate and inform 
the whole mass of the people... They are the only sure 
reliance for the preservation of our liberty.’ Picking up a 
book is one of the many ways the mass of the people 

is able to educate and inform themselves for a better 
tomorrow and to secure our system of democracy.”

Nolan has been involved with two organizations that 
have opened his eyes to how programs are funded by 
others in our community. He wanted to give back in 
his own way by raising funds to provide children with 
books as his parting gift to our community. Nolan’s 
fundraiser raised more than $2,500 and provided 96 
children books for one year.

Philanthropy comes in many shapes and sizes. From 
establishing endowment funds, giving back with what 
you have, or hosting a fundraiser in honor of your own 
graduation, there are no limits on being an innovative 
philanthropist. 

Nolan is a student at Butler University pursuing an 
International Studies degree.

Serving Others with Your Time
Give of your time by taking advantage of these opportunities to serve others in your community 
by volunteering either on your own or with a group of friends or a club. This is also philanthropy!

• Food Pantries – organizing items, helping with distribution

• Soup Kitchens – serving, helping with food prep, helping with clean-up

• Parks – painting, picking up sticks and trash, pulling weeds

• Cemeteries – picking up trash, pulling weeds

• Churches – assisting with their community service efforts

• Assisted Living/Nursing Homes – reading to residents, playing games, visiting with 
residents, helping with activities

• Schools – peer tutoring, reading to younger students, assisting custodians

• Neighbors with Disabilities – yard work, house work, snow removal, walking pets

Most graduating seniors receive gifts, money, 

and well wishes to celebrate graduation before 

they head to college . . .  Nolan’s family, friends, 

teachers, and peers were invited to make a gift 

to the Imagination Library of Hancock County 

program in his honor. 


