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Imagination Library Celebrates 5 Years! 
 

This week, the Hancock County Community Foundation (HCCF) is hosting its annual, county-wide 
Imagination Library Celebration Week!  
 
In 2016, the HCCF Board of Directors identified a major gap in our community in preschool 
children as they are entering kindergarten. Around 40% of Hancock County children entering 
kindergarten were scoring below literacy readiness standards.  
 
Since research shows that early language and literacy development begins in the first three years of 
life, HCCF determined that the best way to support literacy efforts was to identify an effective, 
accessible literacy program. In 2015, HCCF entered into a contract with the Dollywood Foundation 
to provide Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library program to every Hancock County child under the age 
of 5 starting in 2016. HCCF has worked with generous people to fund the program while our 
partners at the Hancock County Public Library handle the important enrollment details. 
 
Please join HCCF as we celebrate five years of a successful Imagination Library program. This 
incredible program provides FREE age-appropriate books to children from birth to five who are 
residents of Hancock County. Books are delivered monthly to the home and in the name of the 
enrolled child, building their own personal library.  
 
Kendra Ball, mother of Imagination Library of Hancock County’s first graduate of the program, 
Kayla Ball, shared her experience and thoughts about the program. 
 
“Imagination Library has bonded our family with a love for reading and has given Kayla a great 
foundation for early childhood literature,” says Kendra Ball. “The program has helped improve her 
vocabulary, built her imagination, and has given her a great children’s starter library to have at 
home. Kayla loved getting new books each month and she really likes getting her own mail. 
Imagination Library is such a great program for children; it helps to grow their love for learning and 
reading, creates family bonding time, and gives a wonderful at-home library. Kayla’s favorite book 
from the program has always been Baby Signs. It’s our family favorite too.” 
 
As Kayla ventures off to kindergarten, new enrollees entered the program. Annie Claus was born on 
January 1, 2021, and is enrolled in the Imagination Library program. When Annie’s mother, Stacie 
Claus, was asked what she is looking forward to the most about the program, she responded, “Our 
family loves that the books are age appropriate and that kids her age will receive the same books and 
have the same opportunity to learn. Annie loves to be read to and grab the pages, so we enjoy that 
the books are board books and won’t get destroyed as she grabs the pages.” 
 
Stacie liked to read as a child and she mentioned that it was fun to see some of the books she read as 
a child get delivered to their home, but also learn about other books that she has never heard of 
before. Growing up, Stacie’s family would read a book or bible story before bedtime. She wants to 
instill that same love of story time and reading with Annie. 
 
During Imagination Library Celebration Week, our community celebrates: 
√ 2,600+ children enrolled 
√ 81,000+ books mailed since January 1, 2016 
√ 450+ graduates from the Imagination Library program 
√ 5 Years of the Imagination Library of Hancock County program 



 
Donors are encouraged to give a gift of $26 to cover a year of book expenses or $130 to cover the 
library of 60 books a child receives from birth. We would be most grateful if you would consider 
giving the gift of literacy to children in our community. Checks can be made out to: HCCF - 
Imagination Library of Hancock County and mailed to 312 E. Main St., Greenfield, IN 46140. Online 
donations can be made at giveHCgrowHC.org. Gifts will be matched with $0.50 for every dollar 
gifted during the week of September 13-17, as long as funds are available! 
 
To enroll in the Imagination Library Program of Hancock County, visit 
imaginationlibrary.com/usa/affiliate/INHANCOCKCO/or visit one of the three local libraries in 
Hancock County for a paper enrollment form. Children must be residents of Hancock County and be 
between the ages of birth to five.  
 
HCCF provides philanthropic leadership by encouraging giving, learning, community pride and civic 
engagement. Working with caring individuals, families, and organizations to create or grow existing 
permanent endowment funds is critical to the organization’s mission. These funds generate income that is 
distributed in the form of grants and scholarships to enrich and enhance life in Hancock County, as well as 
support the donor’s favorite charitable causes, both at home and afar forever. HCCF has granted millions 
of dollars since their inception in 1992. 
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Kayla Ball, first born and enrolled child of the Imagination Library program in 2016, holds the first born 
baby and enrollee of 2021, Annie Claus. 

https://hancock.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create?funit_id=1211
https://imaginationlibrary.com/usa/affiliate/INHANCOCKCO/

