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OFSpiritCommunity
Warm Hearts are the Best Way  
to Fight the Chilly Winter
At the Hancock County Community Foundation, we have the privilege of working with 
those who choose to give both during and after their lifetime. By giving through the 
community foundation to their favorite charitable causes, donors create a forever 
source of revenue in the form of annual grants and scholarships. This generosity may 
be the key ingredient needed for a nonprofit to serve its clients, a church to add a 
preschool, a student to pursue post-secondary training…the list goes 
on. HCCF stewards more than 290 endowed (permanent) funds and 
administered $1.4 million in charitable grants and scholarships in 2018.

Just in time to fend off the chill of winter, there’s been a flurry of 
charitable activity. We celebrate the establishment of seven new 
community development funds and two new scholarship funds:

•	 William W. Weil Good Citizen Scholarship Endowment Fund 
•	 Kuker Family Community Development Fund  

in Honor of Jordan
•	 Rick P. and Susan J. Edwards Community Development Fund
•	 Scholarship in Honor of Martha Hawk and Family of Women 

who Followed Her Example of Service 
•	 Dr. Donald and Kenene Weymouth Family Community  

Development Fund
•	 Greenfield Sertoma Club Service to Mankind Community 

Development Fund
•	 Norman and Anne Elsbury Community Development Fund in honor of Jerry and Erin 

Elsbury Lowder
•	 Norman and Anne Elsbury Community Development Fund in honor of Kathy Elsbury Hall

•	 Norman and Anne Elsbury Community Development Fund in honor of  
Kenny and Lori Elsbury
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GIVE Where You Live,  GROW Where You Live

Both now work at the 
hospital where they were 
born; Rick as CFO and 
Susan as the Hospice 
Social Services Coordinator. 
They have two sons Ethan, 
married to Rhnea, and Luke. 
Both work in Indianapolis 
and live locally keeping their 
roots in Hancock County. 
Rick and Susan continue 
to enjoy the farm life near 
Mohawk. 

Both have deep roots in 
philanthropy. Many of the 
founding members of HCCF 
were close friends and 
family, including Susan’s 
father, Kenny Phares. “Since 

1999 we’ve been fortunate 
to have the opportunity 
to serve and meet new 
people on the board and 
committees of HCCF 
who share our passions. 
We’ve also become 
better acquainted with 
several of the not-for-profit 
organizations filling a 
need in our community. 
The combination of the 
dedicated individuals and 
worthwhile organizations 
make interacting with 
the HCCF an incredible 
blessing,” shares Rick.

Recently, Rick and Susan 
established the Rick P. 

and Susan J. Edwards 
Community Development 
Fund. Thanks to a grant 
from Lilly Endowment, 
their gift was matched. 
Their unrestricted gift 
will allow HCCF the 
opportunity to address 
needs and opportunities 
as they change over time. 
Rick and Susan understand 
the incredible value of 
this type of fund. They, 
along with their siblings, 
established funds in both 
sets of their parents’ names 
in 2014. “We appreciate the 
dedication from the board, 
staff and many community 
members to help make 
Hancock County a better 
place to live for future 
generations. We’ve received 

many blessings in our 
lives, and giving a gift 
that lasts in perpetuity 
and addresses any needs 
that may arise in the future 
is our small way to give 
back to the people of 
Hancock County.”

Thank you for giving where 
you live to grow where you 
live, Rick and Susan!

Community Roots
Philanthropy at Home 

Rick and Susan Edwards

As we enter into the latter months of winter, HCCF invites you to Give Where You 
Live, Grow Where You Live by making a gift in honor of Hancock County’s 191st 
birthday on March 1. Every $1 gift made to the Enrichment Fund will be matched 
with $2 thanks to Lilly Endowment’s matching grant called GIFT VII. Birthday 
gifts of all sizes are welcome and matched* and allow HCCF the discretion to 
address a broad range of local needs--including future needs that often cannot be 
anticipated at the time a gift is made. 

Our community is made up of wonderful people with very full hearts! Each and 
every gift makes a difference in the lives of those who call Hancock County their 
home. Give Where You Live, Grow Where You Live!

Mary Gibble, President
*Match money is available through October 2020 or until the pool of available 
resources has been used to match gifts... whichever comes first.  The Enrichment 
Fund is one option for gift considerations, but there are many named community 
development funds on HCCF’s charitable menu from which to choose.

continued from page 1

“This generosity 
may be the key 
ingredient needed 
for a nonprofit to 
serve its clients, 
a church to add a 
preschool, a student 
to pursue training…

the list goes on.”
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RICK AND SUSAN WERE BORN AT HANCOCK REGIONAL HOSPITAL 
AND ARE LIFELONG RESIDENTS OF HANCOCK COUNTY. BOTH 
WERE RAISED ON THE FARMS OF THEIR PARENTS, ROBERT & JEAN 
EDWARDS AND KENNY & WILMA PHARES. 



Bill Weil was born and raised in Greenfield, Indiana. After 
serving in the Korean War as an Aviation Engineer, he 
returned home and became the manager of both the 

Broadway Lumber 
Company and the Weil 
Theatre. He was well 
known as a member of 
the Greenfield Banking 
Company Board of 
Directors for more than 
53 years. Mr. Weil passed 
away on October 16, 
2013, in Florida.

Mr. Weil’s heart was 
with the young. For this 
reason, the foundation 
established in his name 

has been a major supporter of the Imagination Library 
Endowment Fund. The William W. Weil Foundation 
understands that the importance of this literacy 
program cannot be understated, as evidenced by literacy 
assessment results. In 2018, 43% of Hancock County public 
school children scored below readiness standards. An upward 
trend in reading readiness is anticipated starting with the fall 
class of 2021.

Last October, the William W. Weil Foundation established 
two multi-year scholarships. In keeping with their desire 
to support educational attainment across all ages, the 
scholarship opportunity is available to both graduating and 
adult students. Shares recipient Courtney Pillows, “OH, this 
is so awesome! I want to thank you guys so much! This really 
helps take some of the weight off of my shoulders!” 

HCCF is gratified to steward gifts on behalf of Mr. Weil and 
the Foundation established through his parting gift.

William Weil – GBC Board 
Member Retirement 2009

Educational Attainment

This January, HCCF celebrated Kayla Ball’s third 
birthday. Born on January 1, 2016, she was the first child in 
Hancock County to be enrolled in the Imagination Library 
program. Kayla is the daughter of Michael and Kendra Ball 
of Greenfield. Each month since birth, Kayla has received a 
FREE, personally addressed book at her family’s doorstep. 
By her fifth birthday, Kayla will have received a library of 60 
age-appropriate, high-quality books.

HCCF had the opportunity to visit with Kayla for her 
birthday and talk with her about a few of her favorite 
things. Her favorite book thus far is Baby Signs. She 
enjoys listening to her “bubby” read to her. Kayla’s 

favorite colors are pink or purple and 
she loves kitty cats. Bananas and 

cookies are the way to this three year old’s heart. We also 
discovered that she loves chocolate, our candy jar in the 
office can attest. 

HCCF is thrilled to play 
a role in providing a 
program that enhances 
family experiences 
and fosters a love for 
reading for the number 
of children enrolled in 
the Imagination library 
program, including 
Kayla.. Happy Birthday 
Sweet Girl! 

The Lasting Gift of Education for All Ages

Kayla Turns 3 
THREE YEARS...HAS IT REALLY BEEN THREE YEARS?!
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Kayla opening her presents

Starting soon, the Greenfield Area Chamber of Commerce, together 
with participating chamber members, will contribute proceeds from 
their upcoming "We've Got Your Back" campaign to Imagination Library. 
Follow Local First Greenfield on Facebook or Instagram for details.



Civic Engagement

Introducing Partners in Excellence
FOR YEARS, ONE OF HCCF’S PHILANTHROPIC ROLES HAS BEEN TO 
SERVE AS A FUNDER FOR CHARITABLE CAUSES IN THE COMMUNITY.  
WE ARE HUMBLED BY THIS ROLE AND HONORED TO PLAY A SMALL 
PART IN THE IMPORTANT WORK CARRIED OUT BY OUR TIRELESS 
NONPROFIT LEADERS.

Over the years, this role has evolved to include offering support 
services specific to nonprofit needs, such as networking 
events and workshops, an online resource page, and a monthly 
newsletter.

During HCCF’s year-long strategic planning work in 2016, the 
board of directors determined it was time for the foundation’s 
grantmaking approach to grow to include a dedicated focus on 
capacity-building.

Capacity-building work is different from traditional responsive 
grantmaking in that it allows HCCF as a funder to engage with 
grantees on a deeper level. Instead of solely funding programs, 
capital improvements, or “things” through a grant cycle, 
capacity-building funding invests in the organizational health of 
our grant partners.

This addition necessitated creating a brand to encompass all 
this work into a cohesive nonprofit support initiative. To capture 
our intent to come alongside our grant partners and grow 
together in our effort to build a stronger Hancock County, we 
chose the name Partners in Excellence.

Partners in Excellence will continue the work we have been 
doing – workshops, online resources, annual responsive grant 
cycles – and it will include two new programs.

The LevelUp Grant Program’s goal is to support nonprofits 
and leaders so they can more effectively advance the mission 
and vision of their organizations. The program consists of 
four elements: a capacity-assessment and planning phase, 
a grant of up to $10,000 to hire a consultant to focus on one 
area of organizational development, peer learning roundtables 
to foster idea-sharing among the cohort, and mentorship from 
leaders who have previously gone through the program. We are 
excited to announce that our first two LevelUp grantees are the 
Hope House and Nameless Creek. The program is currently by 
invitation only.

The Excellence Academy program is an educational deep-dive 
into core capacity-building topics for small and mid-size 

nonprofit organizations. The Excellence Academy is a 
three-year program providing an in-depth curriculum 
and a learning community. The curriculum is currently 
under development, and the inaugural cohort will 
launch in August 2019. The program is currently by 
invitation only.

We look forward to this next step and the challenge 
to provide even stronger support to the organizations 
that do the hard work every day.

Capacity-building work is different 

from traditional responsive 

grantmaking in that it allows HCCF 

as a funder to engage with grantees 

on a deeper level. 
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Celebrate Hancock County

Hello Hancock… 
Connecting Members 
of the Community, 
One Event at a Time
IN 2007, NANCY KING HAD A DREAM OF A CALENDAR THAT WOULD ACT AS AN EFFECTIVE SCHEDULING TOOL FOR COMMUNITY EVENTS. 
THE LONG-TIME COMMUNITY SERVANT WAS KNOWN FOR HER DEEP LOVE OF HANCOCK COUNTY AND HER INVOLVEMENT IN MANY 
GOOD CAUSES. 

She had experienced first-hand the frustration 
when multiple events were scheduled on the 
same date and time. Out of that frustration, 
a conversation started with Greg Cross of 
Cross Creative Marketing. Would he be 
willing to help her address the scheduling 
situation through the development of a 
software program? The answer was yes, and 
HelloHancock.com was born.

While the calendar was initially embraced 
as both a planning tool and an information base, it struggled 
maintaining meaningful content. Over time, use of Hello 
Hancock dwindled.

In 2016, Greenfield Sertoma Club felt they could serve 
the community by raising Hello Hancock from the ashes. 

They volunteered to cover related costs, 
and David Berard, Sertoma member, 

volunteered his time to accept 
requests for use and monitor 
calendar content. Despite good 
intentions, the outdated software 

proved challenging, and among other 
issues, was not mobile friendly. 

Fast forward to late 2017. The Hancock County Community 
Foundation (HCCF) realized the potential benefit to 
strengthen the effectiveness of nonprofit work through a 
more updated, robust scheduling tool. HCCF convened those 
with existing calendars: Greenfield Sertoma, Hancock Health, 
and Hancock County Tourism. All were asked to explore 
the possibility of using their current site for the intended 
purpose, but each had a mission for their calendar that didn’t 
provide the benefit we sought.

In early 2018, the circle widened and the conversations 

deepened with Hancock County town 
leadership, the City of Greenfield, 
Main Street organizations, Chamber 
organizations, the Ministerial Association, 
and Hancock County Public Library. Representatives of 
these organizations became the Steering Committee 
of the effort. They determined platform parameters, 
desired content, and targeted event planners/stakeholders. 

Following an RFP of multiple providers, the Steering 
Committee chose Cross Creative Marketing to create a 
new, mobile-friendly website. In honor of Nancy King, and 
to retain a sense of branding, the name Hello Hancock was 
retained. A new logo was created and the new site approved 
in November 2018. Hosted by HCCF, training commenced in 
December.

The foundational purpose of this website is to serve 
Hancock County’s nonprofits, service clubs, schools, and 
government entities with a powerful scheduling tool, one to 
be referenced before choosing an event date. It is the hope 
of the Hello Hancock Steering Committee that scheduling 
conflicts will be reduced. 
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Nancy King

The foundational purpose of this 
website is to serve Hancock 
County’s nonprofits, service clubs, 
schools, and government entities 
with a powerful scheduling tool,  
one to be referenced before 
choosing an event date. 



Engagement & Giving

PAWS received $17,253 in grants 
in 2018. Pictured left to right: 
Katie Ottinger, Sara Johnson, 
Nancy Rubino, and Jan Viehweg.

Nancy Rubino  
Leaves Legacy of Service
In our line of work, we have the humbling pleasure of meeting 
and building relationships with generous, visionary, and 
self-sacrificing people. Nancy Rubino was one of those special 
individuals, and we are greatly saddened by her loss.

The Hancock County Community Foundation is proud to have 
supported Partners for Animal Welfare Society (PAWS) with 
grant funding. Since 2004, HCCF has granted more than 
$50,000 to PAWS in their efforts to care for homeless animals. 
Nancy was a fierce advocate for our furry friends. She helped 
rescue thousands of neglected animals and facilitated countless 
spay/neuter operations.

“Nine years ago, I saw the sweet face of a small three 
month old puppy in the local paper,” says Mary Gibble. “My 
daughter and I ‘just went to look’ at the Animal Shelter only 
to learn that, given her tender age, she had just been picked 

up by PAWS and placed in 
a foster home to protect 
her from disease. Upon 
reaching out to Nancy that 
very day, she immediately 
dropped everything, drove 
back to the foster home in 
Fortville, and brought Sophie 
to us. She encouraged us 
to take her home, introduce 
her to our golden retriever 

and other members of 
the family to assure a 
good fit. We all fell in love, 
but without Nancy’s help 
would not have known 
how to navigate the 
adoption process. For 
all these years, she has 
remembered to ask about 
our sweet Sophie. Like so many others, our family gained a 
special friend in Nancy.”

In 2014, Parker Mohr received the Martha Beckenholdt Youth 
Philanthropy Award through HCCF, and he donated the $1,000 
grant award to PAWS. Parker volunteered for PAWS for 10 years 
before going to college, and his family even fostered dogs.

Today, Parker is studying Animal Science Pre-Vet at Purdue 
University. He expects to earn his undergraduate degree in 
2020 and apply for veterinary school. He says Nancy helped him 
see that he wanted to pursue a career working with animals.

“Nancy was always someone who put everyone before herself, 
especially when it came to animals,” Parker remembers. “She 
always saw the best in every animal.”

Nancy’s work has united so many animals with loving homes. 
She leaves a lasting legacy in Hancock County and beyond, and 
she will be sorely missed. 

Parker Mohr presents a $1,000 
award to Nancy Rubino in 2014.

Thank You for Your Service!
HCCF welcomes Gary Edwards, Lorraine Ewing, Linda Muegge, and Ariel Schoen to the role of emeritus 
board membership. The honor comes on the heels of serving at least one three-year term on HCCF’s 
Board of Directors.  Together these 
individuals volunteered 21 years of their 
time and expertise to various board roles 
and committee membership. Although 
retired from active board duty, Emeritus 
Board Members continue to stay engaged 
as ambassadors of philanthropy. We 

are grateful for their 
dedication!  Gary Edwards Lorraine Ewing Linda Muegge Ariel Schoen
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The John Hancock Legacy Society Members 

Leave a Legacy

Life Insurance is a Great Way to Give!
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However, as time goes on, your 
life insurance policy may no longer 
be needed for its original use. For 
individuals who desire to give through 
HCCF to benefit their favorite charitable 
organization or cause, there are a 
number of charitable life insurance 
options to consider.  This type of 
donation allows you the satisfaction of 
knowing that your policy proceeds are 
going to benefit a worthy cause.

BEQUEST: Life insurance 
proceeds can make a 
wonderful gift to charity. The 
gift of life insurance can be 
made by simply naming a 
fund at the Hancock County 
Community Foundation as 
the beneficiary of your policy. 
Your estate will benefit from 
an estate tax charitable 
deduction based on the value 
of the proceeds paid.

GIFT ANNUITY:  Another life insurance 
income option is a charitable gift 
annuity. Your insurance may be 
transferred to fund a charitable gift 
annuity, providing you with fixed 
payments for your life. The payments 
can be quite high depending on your 
age and a portion of your payments 
may be tax free. Your income stream 
may begin right away or in the future. 

Either way, you benefit from a current 
charitable deduction in the year the gift 
annuity is set up.  HCCF will receive the 
policy proceeds at your death.

OUTRIGHT GIFT:  It’s easy to make 
an outright gift of a life insurance 
policy. Simply contact your insurance 
company and fill out the proper change 
of ownership form, designating HCCF 
as the new owner. Add a specific fund 
name to the policy should you have 
one in mind.  In the case of an 
insurance policy that is not yet 
paid in full, you may make cash 
contributions each 
year to cover the 
policy premiums. 
By doing so, you 
will be entitled to an 
additional charitable 
income tax deduction for each of 
these gifts.   

Anonymous
Mrs. Jean Bardonner
*Ms. Martha Beckenholdt
Ms. Karen Beeson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 

Blaisdell
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Bloodgood
Ms. Doris Bond
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Broome
*Mrs. June M. Brune
Dennis and Evelyn Chapman
*Mr. Rollin J. Cossey
Mr. and Mrs. Bert Curry
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Daugherty

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Day
Ms. Alice Detzler
Mrs. Betty Dunlavy
Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

Dunlavy
Mr. Ronald Duzan
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Gibble
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Green
Mr. and Mrs. Christian Gries
Ms. Anna Griffing
Ms. Jane Hardisty
*Mrs. Dorothy Helfenberger
Dr. and *Mrs. Charles E. 

Jordan

*Mr. Clark and Mrs. Grace 
Ketchum

*Ms. Nancy H. King
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Matthews
Mr. and Mrs. Jack McKinney
Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Miller
Mr. James Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Pearson L. 

Miller
*Mrs. Lois C. Myerholtz
Dr. Carol Nelson-Watson
*Ms. Audrey Ortel
Dr. and Mrs. Ray Pohland
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Pritzke
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Reason

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. D. Mark 

Robertson
*Mrs. Dorothy Schramm
Ms. Gloria J. Shamblin
Ms. Aneta Stewart
*Mr. Ed Szymanski
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Tarver
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Veenhuizen
Mr. Kurt Vetters
Ms. Cheryl Wilfong
*Mr. and Mrs. Leon Wilson
Ms. Stephanie White-

Longworth
*In memoriam

IF YOU ARE LIKE MOST INDIVIDUALS, YOU WILL OWN INSURANCE SOMETIME DURING YOUR LIFE.   
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Save the Date
April 16

NONPROFIT NETWORKING:  
SPRING SOCIAL 

Springhurst Clubhouse  |  4-7 PM

June 20

NONPROFIT NETWORKING 
HCCF  |  8:30-10:30 AM

June 22

HCCF AT THE 4-H FAIR 
Hancock County 4-H Fairgrounds
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