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Spreading the Spirit of Philanthropy

Welcome to 2018! The Hancock County Community Foundation (HCCF) fought the cold of
winter with the warmth of efforts that enrich our community and provide opportunities for
its people. Here’s what we’ve been up to:
On January 1, HCCF’s Imagination Library announced a new on-line enrollment
opportunity for Hancock County babies born beginning in 2016. While enrollment had
previously been limited to paper registration, reaching a $1.1 million endowment of a
$2 million goal permitted this exciting development.
Providing the tools that caring people need to plan future gifts
is very important work. In January, HCCF hosted two events in
partnership with local professional advisors to share how donors of
all means can make a lasting difference to their favorite charitable
cause or organization through an instrument like a will, trust, or
retirement account. Missed it? No worries! Helpful information can
be found on our website.
On February 5, HCCF opened its Spring Grant Cycle to 501c3
organizations serving Hancock County. Nonprofits may apply
for strategic operating, programming, capital improvement, and
endowment building support. Applications are due March 29.
Young families attended a special storytime event hosted by HCCF
and the Hancock County Public Library on February 3. All babies in
attendance celebrated receiving free age-appropriate Imagination Library
books on a monthly basis. While “Baby Signs” was the book featured, the big-hitters with
the little ones included singing, clapping, and blowing bubbles.
While babies blew bubbles in one room, students ready for post-secondary schooling
completed the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) in a neighboring room at
the Hancock County Public Library. FAFSA Days, an event hosted by HCCF and Leaders in
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Navigating Knowledge, employ the services of the National Center for College
Costs to provide assistance.
More than 250 students hit the submit button to complete their on-line scholarship
application by the February 8 deadline. Selection committees across the county are
now evaluating the qualifications of worthy candidates on behalf of the donors who
established funds to help them further their education.
HCCF and Greenfield Banking Company hosted a presentation from
John Shoup, Executive Director of Indiana AgLaw Foundation on
February 21. Topics revolved around emerging technology in agriculture.
In the days leading up to March 1, 11,000 students celebrated the 190th
birthday of Hancock County. HCCF provided materials and activities that
encouraged the value of philanthropy and volunteer service, as well as
helped students develop a “sense of place” and pride for the county in
which they live.
What a privilege and pleasure it is to serve the community through
our work. Stay “in the know” through our website and social media.
Yours in philanthropy,

Hancock County Community Foundation Staff
Left to Right: Marie Felver, Emily Wethington, Carol
Reynolds, Mary Gibble, Janet White, Katie Ottinger,
and Amber Sermersheim.

Mary Gibble, President

Y-GIVE

Youth with Impact: Abby Marden
is the Hancock County
Community Foundation’s
board for youth ambassadors
for philanthropy.

Hancock County. We had
the opportunity to speak
with Abby Marden, a senior
at Eastern Hancock, about
what she adores about
Hancock County and being a
part of the Y-GIVE board.

The mission of Y-GIVE is to
provide opportunities for
students to grow in their
appreciation of Hancock
County and to strengthen
the desire to enhance
the community’s future
through giving and service.
In addition to a service
project, these students
assist with outreach for
Imagination Library Giving
Week and Happy Birthday

Abby joined the Y-GIVE
board two years ago to
experience a great learning
opportunity to better help
her community. She knew
going into the first board
meeting that she was going
to learn a lot and how to
better help those in need.
Little did she know just how
much valuable information
she would acquire. She
relishes in being able to take

Y-GIVE (YOUTH GIVING,
INVESTING, VOLUNTEERING
AND ENGAGING)

what she learns to better
service others including
the Eastern Hancock
Education Foundation for the
betterment of the students at
her school.
Abby loves to help others and
see the joy it brings to them.
The joy she experiences
with those individuals is
what encourages her to
continue to spread her
spirit and service to those
in need. She continued to
say that Hancock County
residents have the biggest
heart. It amazes her how
our community comes
together to accomplish
a goal, which is why she

Abby Marden, Senior,
Eastern Hancock

enjoyed volunteering
her time at the Hancock
County Community
Foundation’s 25th
Anniversary Gala. Abby
was able to get firsthand
experience on the impact
that HCCF has on the
community she passionately
serves. She had a lot of
fun helping with the event
and working with the staff.
We are so thankful for her
service.

Women’s Fund Impacting Hancock County

A New Approach

for the Women’s Fund of Hancock County
THE WOMEN’S FUND OF HANCOCK
COUNTY, A COMPONENT FUND OF
THE HANCOCK COUNTY COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION, INSPIRES WOMEN
AND GIRLS TO UNITE THROUGH
CHARITABLE GIVING FOR THE PURPOSE
OF ADDRESSING NEEDS AND ISSUES
AFFECTING WOMEN AND THEIR
FAMILIES IN OUR COMMUNITY.

meets the eligibility requirements
below. Up to three eligible
nominated organizations will be
blindly selected to receive grant
funding. Each member will vote
for one organization and the funds
will be distributed based on the
percentage of votes received.

To become a member of this
unique giving circle, women and
girls over the age of 16 make an
annual financial commitment to
the fund in any amount meaningful
to them. In the Spring of 2018,
Women’s Fund of Hancock
County members will be invited
to nominate an organization that

Eligible Organizations Must:
•

Be tax-exempt under Section
501(C)(3) of the IRS code

Donate To Join

Impact
Hancock County

WOMEN’S
FUND

Grant

Learn About
Hancock County
Nonprofits

Vote

•

Serve Hancock County

•

Be in good standing with HCCF, meaning evaluation reports on all previous grants
have been filed

•

Have a program that invests in a woman’s journey to self-sufficiency
so she can best support and/or sustain herself and her family

Make your membership gift by April 30 to vote for the grantee recipients.

Tyler Girton

Young Professional, Big Impact
When Tyler Girton was a junior at GreenfieldCentral High School, he clipped coupons to save
money on his family’s groceries. In
turn, his parents gave him the dollars
saved as a result of his efforts. Many
students could find creative ways to
spend this money on themselves and
their friends, but Tyler took a different
route. He donated these funds to
charity. Tyler’s parents recognized his
efforts and encouraged him to create a
more permanent vehicle for his giving.
Tyler is utilizing HCCF to establish
his own charitable fund. It is a donor
advised fund, a tool allowing him to
Tyler Girton, give HCCF his recommendations

HCCF Fund Founder

for grants to organizations that serve
our community. Tyler came up with
another idea as well: Identifying individuals
and companies who have unclaimed property.
Upon doing so, he sends them a letter making
them aware of the situation and inviting them
to donate the unclaimed asset to his fund.
“What an ingenious way to encourage others
to give,” shared Tim Clark, past Ameriana Bank
Executive Vice President and Chief Operating
Officer. “I was so impressed when I received
Tyler’s letter, I wrote a personal check to his
fund at HCCF.”
Tyler is now a student at Butler University
pursuing a pharmaceutical degree. You can
donate to Tyler’s fund at giveHCgrowHC.org.
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Save the Date

312 E. Main Street, Greenfield, IN 46140

April 8

IMAGINATION LIBRARY
BOWLING EVENT
Strike Force Lanes | 2:00 PM

June 5
NONPROFIT NETWORKING
Springhurst Clubhouse | 4:00 PM

June 22-29
HANCOCK COUNTY 4-H FAIR
Hancock County Fairgrounds

August 23
POWER OF THE PURSE
Adaggios | 6:00 PM

giveHCgrowHC.org

Introducing our
2018 Board Members
Josh Daugherty, Board Chair
Florence May, Vice Chair
Linda Muegge, Secretary
Ryan Hammons, Treasurer
Susan Bennett
Bob Bogigian*
Barbara Campbell*
Gary Edwards*
Lorraine Ewing
Darvin Fenter
Kevin Harvey

Miles Hercamp
Kellie Johnson
Sandy Miller*
Dr. Harold Olin
Ariel Schoen*
Terry Tillett
Jan Viehweg*
Dr. Lori Wean*
Bill Weldon*
Stephanie White-Longworth
Rick Wittgren
* Not Pictured

HCCF STAFF
Mary Gibble, President
Marie Felver, CPA
Vice President of Finance & Operations
Amber Sermersheim, Advancement Officer

Katie Ottinger,
Community Investment & Grants Officer

Carol Reynolds, Administrative Associate

Hancock County Community Foundation
312 E. Main Street, Greenfield, IN 46140
Emily Wethington, Communications Manager 317.462.8870 | giveHCgrowHC.org
Janet White, Education Officer

