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25 YearsCelebrating

Hancock County 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Please join us for our Anniversary Gala  
as we celebrate twenty-five years  

of philanthropic service! 
Tickets are $50 and can be purchased online at giveHCgrowHC.org.  

Corporate & Family tables available.  
Call 317.462.8870 for more information.
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DECEMBER 2
6:00 PM
ADAGGIOS
5999 Memory Lane, 
Greenfiled, IN

A year of celebratory activities culminates with the Hancock County Community 
Foundation’s 25th Anniversary Gala on December 2. On behalf of the Board of 
Directors and Staff, I’d like to cordially invite you to this very special event honoring 
the past, celebrating the present, and envisioning the future. Set to a backdrop of 
wintery wonder, highlights will include:

•	 Special Recognition of Volunteers and Philanthropists

•	 Martha Beckenholdt Youth Philanthropy Award Presentation

•	 Personal Appearance of the First Baby Enrolled in the  
Imagination Library Program

•	 25, $1,000 Surprise Grantees Honored

•	 $25,000 Big Impact Grant Recipient Unveiled and Award Presented

The evening will be emceed by Mr. Steve Viehweg with humor and charm. Delectable food will be served by 
OnSite Catering, and the holiday aura will be enhanced with décor by Penny’s Florist. Space is limited, so we ask 
that you make your reservations as soon as possible. Festivities begin at 6 pm at Adaggios. 

As we embark upon our journey into the next 25 years, we reflect upon the many caring people who have 
contributed to HCCF’s ability to enrich and enhance life through philanthropy. We will celebrate that privilege during 
this very special evening. It is with gratitude that I say, “See you at The Gala!”

Yours in Philanthropy,

Mary Gibble, President
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Across the AgesEducation
Thank You For Making Imagination 
Library Giving Week A Success!

September 18-22 was Imagination Library 
Giving Week, and Hancock County rallied 
behind early childhood literacy! Schools around 
the county participated in fundraising efforts; 
from spirit days to dunk tank challenges, 
our educators and students embraced the 
challenge and more than DOUBLED what they 
raised in 2016! From ice cream shops and pizza 
parlors, to trendy boutiques and service clubs, we 
were blown away by your support. As a community, 
you raised more than $41,804; and with a generous 
match from an anonymous donor, we raised nearly $63,000 
to provide free books to Hancock County children. 

We cannot thank you enough for your support! To learn more 
about the Imagination Library or how you can have an impact 
on early childhood literacy in Hancock County, please call 317.462.8870.

Kayla Ball, the first baby enrolled in Imagination Library in 2016, giggles at the sight of "her book!" on a billboard during Giving Week.

Adult Scholarships: A New Approach
The traditional scholarship timeline does not always fit 
well with the schedules and needs of Hancock County’s 
nontraditional students. To make scholarships more 
available to students in need, dollars from these funds are 
now part of a new, rolling application available year-round.

Whether a student delayed post-secondary enrollment, 
works full time, is a single parent, doesn’t have a traditional 
high school diploma, or is a military veteran, these 
scholarships are designed to meet the needs of individuals 
who choose to return to school. The application remains 
open at giveHCgrowHC.org until all funds are used.

Recipients will be chosen based on financial need. 
Applicants must:
•	 Qualify as an “independent student” as determined 

by the College Costs Estimator
•	 Have had their normal course of education interrupted 

for any reason

•	 Plan to pursue a post-secondary education credential at 
the undergraduate level in an online or traditional setting

•	 Have a personal interview with representatives from 
Leaders in Navigating Knowledge and the Hancock 
County Community Foundation

These scholarships are made possible through the 
generosity of the following scholarship funds:

Adult Re-Education Fund
Cargold Scholarship
Nancy King “Dare To Dream” Fund
Maxwell United Methodist Memorial Scholarship  

of Hancock County

Helen Roath Memorial Fund

Visit giveHCgrowHC.org for more information or to 
apply!

597 
babies 

enrolled

5,700+ 
books 
mailed

$62,707 raised during Giving Week



Scholarship applications are now open at  
giveHCgrowHC.org!

DON’T DELAY! Start your application TODAY!

2018 TIMELINE

FEBRUARY 1 –  scholarship application closes at 4:00 pm

FEBRUARY 3 – FAFSA Day at Hancock County Public           
    Library - Greenfield branch

MAY-JUNE –  Scholarship awards announced

JULY – Scholarship checks sent to colleges & universities
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New Scholarship Honors Dedication of Skip Kuker
In 2012, Skip Kuker 
moved to Hancock 
County with his wife 
Ellen and daughter 
Jordan to become the 
Director of the Hancock 
Economic Development 
Council. Since that 
time, the county has 

secured almost $750 million in new investment and 
3,200 new jobs at an average wage of $52,000 a year. 
Hancock County now has the most shovel-ready land of 
any county in the State of Indiana.

Unfortunately, a year after Skip and his family moved 
to Greenfield, he was diagnosed with Stage 4 throat 
cancer. He courageously underwent radiation and 
high-dose chemo-therapy treatments. “A year after my 
treatments ended, they thought they had cured me, 
but then they found the cancer had moved into my liver, 
spine and hip,” Skip says. “This is when they told me I 
was terminal.”

Despite his consuming fight against cancer, Skip has 
remained dedicated to the economic growth of the 
community. In 2016, the Council brought more than 870 
new jobs to Hancock County and more than $930 million 

dollars in property investments by incoming businesses. 
“I love it here in Hancock County,” Skips says. “It’s just 
the best.”

In 2017, the Justus Companies honored Skip’s 
contributions with the establishment of the Nolan 
“Skip” Kuker Award for Community Enrichment. Those 
who receive the award, beginning in 2018, will show 
evidence of the heart, passion and dedication of Skip to 
Hancock County. “Skip’s forward thinking, community 
involvement, and the ability to fight through adversity 
is creating a legacy,” shares Chris Miller, Director of 
Operations & Acquisitions for Justus Companies.

This $1,000 renewable scholarship will provide 
educational support for individuals that have shown to 
be stand-out community leaders. Applicants must be 
graduating students of a public Hancock County high 
school pursuing a four-year baccalaureate degree, be a 
resident of Hancock County, and have a 2.8 grade point 
average on a 4.0 scale. Criteria include a demonstration of 
deep community involvement through service to others, 
initiative demonstrated through leadership roles in extra-
curricular activities and service, and determination for 
impactful outcomes demonstrated by successful project 
or service completion. Eligible students may apply on 
line at giveHCgrowHC.org.
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CommunitiesCelebrating
Trails Project Update
The date is January 19. Community stakeholders are gathered in the 
Hancock County Community Foundation (HCCF) Boardroom for a 
big announcement. In observation of HCCF’s 25th Anniversary, one 
$25,000 Community Impact grant would be awarded; in past funding 
opportunities, most or all communities received a grant. 

Grant requirements were shared and attendees broke into community 
groups to discuss ideas. Individual group discussions melded into 
one large room discussion and together, those present decided to 
join forces to apply for project funding that could benefit the entire 
county…a written trails plan connecting each community to the other. 
Such a document would play a key role in defining how connectivity 
could enrich the quality of life in Hancock County, meet one of HCCF’s 
strategic objectives, and add to Hancock Health’s desire to become 

the healthiest county in the state. The idea quickly became an evolving effort. Hancock Regional Hospital Foundation 
agreed to become the fiscal sponsor of the grant. Hancock County Planning and Building agreed to be the lead 
organization with the responsibility of approving and signing contracts related to the final product. The Town of 
Cumberland, Town of Fortville, City of Greenfield, Shirley Community Visionaries, Town of McCordsville, Town of 
New Palestine, and Town of Wilkinson partnered to write the HCCF grant request. 

On June 5, after months of hard work, partners and supporters gathered on the front steps of HCCF wearing big 
smiles and outdoor gear. HCCF’s $25,000 grant was awarded and joins a matching grant from the Hancock County 
Visitors Bureau. Hancock Regional Hospital will contribute proceeds from its recent Hancock Flat 50 Bike Ride. 
Each municipality has also agreed to contribute to the project. With funding in hand, the consulting firm Butler, 
Fairman, Seufert, Inc. presented a project proposal and work is to be completed by March, 2018.

The Meaning of the County Flag

The Hancock County Community Foundation awards 
a $25,000 community impact grant to the Hancock 
Regional Hospital Foundation and all seven municipalities 
for the creation of a county-wide trails plan!

Since 2004, the Hancock County flag has been a symbol of community pride and county identity. HCCF proudly 
adopted the flag as a symbol of our Spirit of Community Funds; and we take great care to ensure this identity is 
displayed across the county.

The diagonal white 
stripe symbolizes 
the National Road 

(US 40) and its 
importance to the 

development of the 
County.

The green and  
yellow colors symbolize 
the County’s agricultural  

heritage. 

The number 1828  
represents the year the 

County was formed.
The large centered white disk symbolizes the 

progress and prosperity of the County.

The nine gold stars 
symbolize the nine 

townships of the County.

This graphic 
represents the 

Hancock County 
Courthouse.

This “green field” 
alludes to the city 
of Greenfield, the 
county seat and 

the county’s largest 
community.
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CivicLeadership

Generating a Legacy of Solutions 
for the benefit of women and girls

Women’s fund 
Hancock Countyof 

Women’s Fund Celebrates 10 Years
In 2007, a group of women met at the home of Irene Curry to discuss the needs 
of women and children in Hancock County. They continued to return to the same 
questions: Could a giving circle model provide the means to engage women in 
giving towards important causes that could help better lives? Could the giving 

circle model leverage an opportunity for HCCF to further 
spread the good news of our work and the opportunity to 
create permanent, charitable funds? The group decided 
to go for it, and The Women’s Fund of Hancock County 
was created as a unique component of the Community 
Foundation. 

This year, as we celebrate the 10th anniversary of the 
Women’s Fund of Hancock County, we honor the 
women who have been members since the beginning. 
Our sincere gratitude for your leadership and generosity.

A New Approach for the Women’s Fund of Hancock County 

Susie Billings
Carole Bloodgood
Susie Broome
Evelyn Chapman

Irene Curry
Sarah Davis
Emily Flaugh 
Marlene Gerlach

Mary Gibble
Sandy Miller
Linda Muegge
Lois Myerholtz

Jeanne O’Donnell
Glenna Shelby
Barbara Smith
Karen Tarver

Ann Vail 
Stephanie White-

Longworth

The Women’s Fund of Hancock County, a component fund of the 
Hancock County Community Foundation, inspires women and girls 
to unite through charitable giving for the purpose of addressing needs 
and issues affecting women and their families in our community. 
Women and girls over the age of 16 from across the county make an 
annual financial commitment to the fund in any amount meaningful 
to them.

In the Spring of 2018, Women’s Fund of Hancock County members 
will be invited to nominate an organization that meets the eligibility 
requirements below. Up to 3 eligible nominated organizations will 
be blindly selected to receive grant funding. Each member will vote 
for one organization and the funds will be distributed based on the 
percentage of votes received.

Eligible Organizations Must:

•	 Serve Hancock County

•	 Be in good standing with HCCF, meaning evaluation reports on all 
previous grants have been filed 

•	 Have a program that invests in a woman’s journey to self-sufficiency 
so she can best support and/or sustain herself and her family.

Become A Member, Make Your Voice Heard!

We know this community 
is FULL of caring women! 

In 2018, each member will have 
an opportunity to nominate and 
vote for a charitable organization 

to receive a grant! Make your 
membership gift today.
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of HCCFGifts12
As you plan your holiday gifts, consider a donation to one of our many funds in honor of someone special in your 
life. Visit giveHCgrowHC.org for more information about each unique option. 

AGRICULTURE
Our agriculture  

funds support programs 
such as 4-H, FFA, and other 
agricultural programs. Make 
a donation in honor of your 

favorite 4-H-er!

ANIMAL 
WELFARE

     For the animal 
lover in your life, 

consider a gift to a 
fund supporting the 

care of homeless and/
or injured animals.

ARTS, CULTURE, 
& HUMANITIES

The Arts, Culture and 
Humanities funds strengthen 

and enrich growth in the 
areas of performing, visual 
and oratorical arts in our 

community.

COMMUNITY 
ENRICHMENT

Our Community 
Enrichment funds are 

the most comprehensive 
and address the broadest 

range of needs. The 
unrestricted dollars support 

long-term solutions and 
meet changing social, 

cultural, educational and 
environmental needs in our 

local community.

COMMUNITY 
VITALITY

Know someone 
who loves being 
active outdoors?  
The Community 

Vitality funds support 
projects such as 

parks and recreational 
opportunities.

EdUCATION
Our Education funds 

support a variety 
our local school’s 

education foundations 
and provide funding 

for educational 
achievement 

programs.

FAITH BASEd
Faith based 

funds 
support a 
variety 
of local 
churches 

and ministry 
efforts.

FAMILY 
STRENGTHENING 

& YOUTH  
dEVELOPMENT 

These funds support 
youth development 

organizations in Hancock 
County, such as the Boys & Girls Club 
and Nameless Creek Youth Camp. 

Know someone who has enjoyed their 
time with either group? Make a gift in 

their honor!

HEALTH
For those 

passionate 
about healthcare 

initiatives, 
consider a gift 
to one of our 
Health funds.

HUMAN SERVICES
Our Human Services funds 
support physical and mental 
health, housing and shelter 

services, and programs for those 
with disabilities. Have a particular 

cause near and dear to your heart? 
We’ve got a fund for you!

PRESERVATION  
From the 
Historical 

Society to the 
Veterns Memorial, 

these funds 
support preserving 

and honoring 
places and people.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Our 87 scholarships each tell a 
story and provide opportunity 
to have significant impact on 
the lives of students. Honor 
your favorite student with a 

donation.
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IMPORTANT 
DATES
HCCF’s 25th 

Anniversary Gala:   
December 2 
Addagio’s Banquet 
Hall 

Lilly Endowment 
Community 
Scholarship  
Recipients 
Announced 
December 8

HCCF Scholarship 
deadline 
February 1 @ 4 pm

FAFSA day 
February 3 
10 am - 3 pm 
HCPL - Greenfield

Baby Storytime: 
Imagination Library 
Edition 

 February 3
 10 & 11 am
 HCPL - Greenfield 

Farming & Ag Breakfast 
February 2018

MISSION
We provide 

philanthropic 

leadership by 

encouraging giving, 

learning, community 

pride, and civic 

engagement.

VISION  
We envision a county 

in which each person 

has the opportunity to 

pursue dreams, enjoy 

daily life, and invest in 

meaningful causes.

Gift
It’s hard to believe the holiday season is upon us! This is the time of year when you might 
consider how to make a charitable difference for the many nonprofits seeking your support 
with year-end campaigns. There are many area nonprofits that have created an endowment 
fund at HCCF as part of their financial wellness plan.  Your gift to their endowed fund can 
provide a more secure future. Simply use the enclosed contribution envelope and include the 
organization’s name in the memo line of your check:

You might also use this time of year as an opportunity to reflect on how you might make annual 
gifts after your lifetime. There are arrangements that can ensure the care of those whom 
you love, as well as support the organizations you value. HCCF is a flexible tool that allows 
donors to perpetuate their planned gifts through the establishment of a new endowment 
fund or by benefiting one of our 278 existing endowed funds. These permanently invested 
gifts generate income that will provide support to your favorite charitable organizations, 
institutions or causes for generations to come. Visit our website at giveHCgrowHC.org, 
“Give Tomorrow” to learn more.

Boys & Girls Club of 
Hancock County (HC) 

Bradley United Methodist 
Church

Edelweiss Equine Assisted 
Therapy Center

Fortville-Vernon Township 
Library

Families United for Support 
and Encouragement

Greenfield Parks 
Department

HC 4-H Agricultural 
Association

HC Food Pantry
HC Historical Society

HC Public Library
HC Senior Services
HC Veterans’ Park 
Hancock Hope House 
Kenneth Butler Memorial 

Soup Kitchen 
Leaders in Navigating 

Knowledge 

Love INC 
Mental Health Partners 
Nameless Creek Youth 

Camp
Sugar Creek Township Park 
The Arc of HC 
Town of McCordsville 


