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Kenny & Wilma Phares

Kenny and Wilma Phares 
Leave a Community Legacy
Before her recent passing in Jan-
uary, Wilma Phares established 
an unrestricted community fund 
in memory of her husband Ken-
ny who preceded her in January 
2014. Kenny served as one of 
the founding board members on 
the Hancock County Community 
Foundation Board.

The couple lived on a farm in north-
western Hancock County. Kenny, a lifelong farmer, was born 
and raised in Mohawk and Wilma graduated from Charlottes-
ville High School. The couple married in 1953 upon Kenny’s 
return from his service in the Korean War. Wilma took pride 
in her role as a farmwife dedicated to raising her children, 
Jeff and Susan. Neighbors described them as hardworking, 
caring, and honest with integrity above reproach. Kenny 
said, “We tried to do the best job of farming we could and to 
be good neighbors.” He received the Indiana Prairie Farmer 
“Master Farmer Award” in 1996 that recognized him for his 
sound and innovative farm management skills and concern 
for others. Hancock County Soil and Water Conservation 
honored them for being good stewards of the land.

Faith, family, farm, friends and community were a very im-
portant part of the couple’s everyday life. It is appropriate 
that the fund established in their name will provide discre-
tionary grants that will allow HCCF to address the needs of 
Hancock County, even as those needs change over time. 
You may donate at: HCCF-Phares Fund, 312 E. Main St., 
Greenfield or at giveHCgrowHC.org.

Generous individuals give through the Hancock County Community Foundation (HCCF) to perpetually support charitable 
causes that matter deeply to them. By doing so, income generated from the investment of permanent funds, called 
endowments, provide financial support to organizations and programs through annual grants. HCCF stewards over 270 
funds, each with its unique purpose, but all with the common objective to make a lasting difference. Twenty-four new 
funds were established in 2015.

Christina Pays It Forward 
Forever
In honor of nine-year-old Christi-
na Kellermeier, an endowed fund 
was established at HCCF in Octo-
ber, 2015 that will forever provide 
financial support to J. B. Stephens 
Elementary School. “Everyone 
there was so incredibly supportive 
during Christina’s illness. It’s fitting 
that the fund’s income benefit 
the school,” shared Lori Gossett, 
Christina’s mother. 

Christina lost her battle with a brain tumor on October 19. 
J.B. Stephen’s teachers, Christina Leininger and Krista Stee-
no, immediately contacted HCCF regarding the possibility 
of establishing a fund. HCCF acted quickly, assuring them 
that HCCF could immediately accept gifts, provide charitable 
benefit to donors, and work through the details of the fund’s 
purpose with the family, when the time was right. Contribu-
tion envelopes were personalized and delivered to the funer-
al home and memorial gifts poured in from friends and fam-
ily. Perhaps the most touching show of support came at the 
holidays from Christina’s third grade classmates. In keeping 
with Christina’s love for dressing up, students enjoyed do-
nating $1 to wear a hat, $2 to bring a stuffed animal, and 
$3 to wear pajamas to school. A $5 donation provided the 
opportunity to do all three. Christina Leininger was incredibly 
moved by the generosity of the students which resulted in 
an $800 gift to the fund. Another $300 was donated by par-
ents and teachers. The $3,500 balance of the fund is well on 
its way to its required $15,000 balance to make grants. You 
can help by donating to: HCCF-Christina Kellemeier Fund, 
312 E. Main St., Greenfield or at giveHCgrowHC.org.

Christina Kellermeier

Happy 188th Birthday Hancock County! – March 1
For the sixth year, HCCF is hosting Happy Birthday Hancock County! The week-long 

festival, February 22 through March 1, encourages citizens to grow in their ap-
preciation for the community in which they live, its rich history, and the desire to 
strengthen its future through giving and service. A strong emphasis is placed on 
educating our county youth through a variety of HCCF Youth Board-led opportuni-

ties including educational school lunch assemblies, county flag coloring competi-
tions, and a t-shirt design contest. The winning design was submitted by Mt. Vernon 

student Shelby Schilling and is featured on the front cover of this newsletter. You’re 
invited to Give Where You Live, Grow Where You Live during the week with a gift to any 

of HCCF’s Spirit of Community Funds. Fly a beautiful, complimentary Hancock County flag with a minimum 
gift of $50. You may donate at HCCF-Enrichment Fund, 312 E. Main St., Greenfield or at giveHCgrowHC.org.



Operation Y-GIVE: Youth – Granting, Investing, 
Volunteering, & Engaging in Hancock County
Y-GIVE is a new grantmaking initiative of HCCF. The purpose 
of Y-GIVE is to connect youth to projects and needs within 
their own school corporation. HCCF Youth Board members are 
responsible for publicizing, accepting, and vetting grant applica-
tions for hands-on projects to be completed before May, 2016. 
With HCCF’s approval, up to $1,000 will be granted to each of 
the four school corporations. The HCCF Youth Board is respon-
sible for volunteering and following up on the completion of 
the project. Y-GIVE’s inaugural launch has been endorsed as an 
Indiana Bicentennial Legacy Project.

Front Row: Miles Wayer, Alexis Zell, Meridan Eads, Julia Wayer, 
Carly Hackler, Malia Williams
Second Row: Madison Wise, Karter Petry, Austin Keele, Nick Rusche 
Third Row: Michael Ertel, Chandler Bean, Parker Neimeier, Bailey 
Puterbaugh 
Fourth Row: Brent Oliver, Derek Shelton, Adam Barton, Jenn Lightcap.
Not pictured: Chadsey Matlock, Abby Brown

Hancock County Community Foundation Awards $67,975 
HCCF received 29 grant requests during the 2015 Fall Grant Cycle. Twen-
ty-two organizations received grants made possible from unrestricted 
and field of interest funds. HCCF’s Enrichment Fund and donor-named 
unrestricted funds allow the HCCF Grant Committee the discretion to 
entertain grant requests and balance them with the most pressing needs 
in the community. Field of interest funds have a restricted purpose as 
defined by the donor, like the provision of care for domestic animals. 

Lights Out on Bullying 
The Chris Lytle Foundation’s goal is to encourage, 
educate and empower youth around the nation to 
Rise Up Against Bullying. The organization encour-
ages students to treat each other with kindness and 
compassion, and empower them to rise up against 
bullying for themselves and their classmates. 

The Chris Lytle Foundation received a $1,500 grant to provide funding 
for the Lights Out on Bullying Program in Hancock County. The grant will 
allow Chris to speak at each of Hancock County’s middle schools over the 
next twelve months. Through his motivational speeches, question and 
answer sessions, and tangible items, such as his authored book Lights 
Out on Bullying, students will discover examples of how easy it is to be 
a friend to others. 

Empowering Girls with Life Skills
Girls on the Run of Central Indiana’s (GOTRCI) 
mission is to inspire girls to be joyful, healthy, 
and confident using a fun, experience-based 
curriculum which creatively integrates running. 
Serving girls ages, third through eighth grade, 
GOTRCI teaches life skills through fun, engaging lessons that celebrate 
the joy of movement. The 20-lesson curriculum is taught by certified Girls 
on the Run® coaches. The organization is focusing on elementary schools 
in Hancock County. Currently Harris Elementary and New Palestine Ele-
mentary are participating in the program. 

GOTRCI received a $1,600 grant to support a spring 2016 expansion of 
the program to all four Hancock County school corporations allowing 
them to serve approximately 120 girls. 

2015 HCCF Fall Grants Awarded
Organization 
Almost Heaven Farm Inc. $1,500 

Alternatives Incorporated  
of Madison County $3,775 

American Military Heritage  
Foundation $2,610 

Connect2Help (Information Referral) $2,000 

Families First Indiana, Inc. $7,051 

Frenzy Animal Rescue $7,000 

Friends of Hancock County  
Pennsy Trails $1,000 

Girls on the Run of Central Indiana $1,600 

Greenfield Main Street $1,300 

Greenfield-Hancock Animal  
Management $6,000 

Hancock County Community  
Corrections $1,500 

Hancock County Women’s  
Resource Center $2,000 

Hancock Regional Hospital  
Foundation $2,227 

Kenneth Butler Memorial  
Soup Kitchen, Inc. $3,500 

KidsPlay, Incorporated  
Children’s Theatre $1,200 

Meals on Wheels of Hancock County $6,000 

Mental Health Partners of  
Hancock County $500 

New Palestine Main Street $500 

Partners for Animal Welfare  
Society, Inc. $10,525.00 

Shirley Indiana Police Department $3,687 

The Chris Lytle Foundation $1,500 

The Landing $1,000 

Total $67,975.00 



IMPORTANT 
DATES

February 22 - March 1

Happy Birthday  
Hancock County 
Celebration

March 1

HCCF Scholarships due
4 pm

April 8

George & Icy Vaughn
Performing Arts 
Scholarship Competition
7 pm at H. J. Ricks 
Centre for the Arts

April 19

Non-Profit Networking
11:30 am at HCCF

May 21

Women’s Fund
Celebration Event
Indiana Grand Racing 
& Casino

June 3 

Summer Grant Cycle 
Application  
Available at 
giveHCgrowHC.org

June 7 

Non-Profit Networking
11:30 am at HCCF

July 21 

Non-Profit Networking
8:30 am at HCCF
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The Gift of Literacy... 
Donate to the Imagination Library Fund

Contributions will be matched .50 to $1 as long as match money remains 
or until March 31, 2016...whichever comes first.  Don’t delay!

The Imagination Library Express 
Arrives in Hancock County… 
Get on Board!
Last summer, the Hancock County Community Foun-
dation (HCCF) took the first step in bringing a proven 
early childhood literacy program to resident children 
of Hancock County when it entered into an agree-
ment with the Dollywood Foundation. Founded by 
Dolly Parton, the foundation administers a program 
that provides 60 age-appropriate books to a commu-
nity’s enrolled children by their fifth birthday. Partici-
pating communities commit to the financial respon-
sibility that comes with providing the free library of 
books and the replication of the proven program. Last 
July, HCCF partnered with the Hancock County Public 
Library who is managing the enrollment process and 
placing book orders. 

HCCF will work with the community to build a $2 mil-
lion endowment over five years to cover book expens-
es and sustain the Imagination Library program. This 
effort is called The Imagination Library Express. Through careful stewardship the endow-
ment will continue to produce annual income to provide books for an ever growing popula-
tion. Until the endowment fund is fully capable of program support, HCCF will provide the 
financial resources needed to fill funding gaps related to immediate book expenses.

The first newborn to enroll in the Imagination Library of Hancock County is a beautiful baby 
girl named Kayla Ball. She was greeted by HCCF staff with The Little Engine That Could, 
the first signature book of the program. Kayla is the daughter of Michael and Kendra Ball of 
Greenfield. She will join many other children born on or after January 1 to receive 60 books 
before her first day of kindergarten. “Love and understanding of a common platform of 
literacy will be shared among children, families, emergency services, schools, medical, and 
corporate community members. Imagination Library encourages all of Hancock County to 
be engaged and invested in the future of our children,” said Mary Gibble, Hancock County 
Community Foundation President.

You are invited to invest in the future of the program by donating to the Imagination Library En-
dowment Fund at 312 E. Main Street, Greenfield, Indiana 46140 or online at giveHCgrowHC.org. 
If you would like more information about making a future gift through a bequest or other 
planned giving option, contact Mary Gibble, President at mgibble@giveHCgrowHC.org. 

Kayla Ball


