
I believe this is an excellent way to

present a unified message of pride in our

county and schools. In our case, we have

chosen to place the signs at our district

borders. We want to welcome all visitors

to Hancock County as they travel into

Southern Hancock from Marion and

Shelby counties. 

-Wes Anderson

PLACEMAKING SIGNAGE
Celebrates Education

In 2018 and 2019, HCCF granted $15,000
each to the CSC’s of Eastern Hancock,
Greenfield-Central, Mt. Vernon, and
Southern Hancock. The grant supported
signage that celebrates a unity of
excellent education systems across the
county, welcomes newcomers, and helps
community members better define a
sense of place.

HCCF talked with Wes Anderson, the
director of school and community
relations for the Community School
Corporation of Southern Hancock County,
to learn about the impact the signs have
had in the New Palestine community.

HCCF: Why do you feel it’s important to
celebrate your schools’ identity in this
way, while also tying into a collective
county-wide spirit of educational
excellence?

WA: I believe this is an excellent way to
present a unified message of pride in our
county and schools. In our case, we have
chosen to place the signs at our district
borders. We want to welcome all visitors
to Hancock County as they travel into
Southern Hancock from Marion and
Shelby counties.

HCCF: How do you envision the signs
benefitting the school corporation?

WA: Placing these signs on some of the
major thoroughfares in Hancock County
will be a tremendous boost to our
branding and advertising efforts. Our
signs on US 40, US 52, and State Road 9
will be seen by thousands of drivers each
day. 

One of our branding challenges is a
disconnect between our Southern
Hancock name and our location in New
Palestine. These signs will make a
tremendous difference in raising
awareness of the geographic location of
our district.

HCCF: How would you explain the
importance of community pride and how
a strong school system plays into that?

WA: Our hashtag is #newpalproud. We
believe our schools are the heart of the
New Palestine community. Pride in our
schools and students is critical to
achievement and success in the
classroom, on the field, and in the
community. We are truly grateful to have
a supportive and engaged community in
New Palestine. It's a huge part of what
makes our schools go. 09


